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Helpers needed for Trail Maintenance Day

Can you handle a shovel or a rake? Do you enjoy being outdoors on a
nice spring day? Would you like to be part of a team to make our Villages
Hiking Trails cleaner and safer? If so, we have the
perfect morning planned for you—The Villages Hik-
ing Club’s Annual Trail Maintenance Day which
will be held this year on Saturday, March 28 from
8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Volunteer helpers will meet at Foothill Center
at 8:30 a.m. that day where work parties will be
organized. Each team will start with a briefing on
what to expect and some simple safety rules. From
there, the Villages Maintenance Department will
supply “mules” and drivers to take us to the work
sites on the trails where our tools will already be
pre-positioned and waiting for us. The drivers will bring us back to Foothill
Center around noon. Tools will be provided but if you have a favorite tool,
feel free to bring it along. We also recommend that you bring work gloves,
sturdy shoes/boots, and bottled water. A free lunch will be served to the
volunteers at Foothill Center when the workers return from their work sites
around noon.

We are looking forward to you joining the Hiking Club for another great
day with friends, old and new, in our beautiful private foothills while improv-
ing our trail system and enjoying a great meal afterwards.

Pre-registration for this event is not required but would be appreciated
so we can make sure that we have everything we need for a successful day.
Please contact Jim Ware at 530-919-1246 or jameswware@outlook.com

VMA Presents: Placement Decisions Discussion

For many of us, there comes a time when we can
no longer live independently in our own homes. We
need more support than we can afford at home. Rox-
ana Dumitrescu of Senior Care Consulting will come
to the Sequoia Room on Thursday, March 19, from
10 to 11 a.m. to talk to you about when it’s time for
professional care and what options are available to you.
Caregivers, often our spouse, feel stressed and burnt
out. Roxana will discuss this in her presentation and
will explain how a Senior Professional can help you to
find the right place for your unique needs. The thought
of having to move to a strange place can be scary and
the search for the right place can be daunting. It’s much
easier when you have an experienced professional who
knows what is available to assist.

Roxana Dumitrescu is a Certified Senior Advisor with Senior Care Con-
sulting LLC. She has worked in a skilled nursing facility as a Social Services
Director/Social Worker. She was an advocate for those in her care. Upon
discharge, it was Roxana’s job to find the right place for the patient, either
at home or a reputable facility. Plan to come hear Roxana as she explains
how she can help you. And bring her any questions you have.

Please reserve your spot now online at https://vmavillages.vgcc.club/
register-for-programs or at 408-238-4029.

Roxana Dumitrescu

Feel ‘Golden’ with the
Concert Band March 22

By Barbara Norum

The Villages Concert Band is presenting
“Golden,” a concert filled with music with
hits from musical genres from the past to the
present day. Celebrate live music and join us
on Sunday, March 22 at 2:30 p.m. in Cribari
Auditorium. Tickets can be purchased for $20
at the door or reserved by calling Roberta at
408-685-3386.

The program is filled with music such as the
“First Suite in E-flat for Military Band” by Gus-
tav Holst, considered one of the cornerstone
masterworks in the concert band repertoire,
and the hit song “Golden” from the KPop De-
mon Hunters movie. Other great musical eras
are represented by medleys including Sinatra
in Concert, Glenn Miller in Concert and Abba
Gold. We are sure that you will recognize many
of the melodies and perhaps even want to sing
along. We will play “The Gallant Seventh,” a
march by Sousa to showcase American band
traditions. As always, we will have a drawing
and a bake table.

The Villages Concert Band, a part of The
Villages Music Society, is always looking for
new members. If you play an instrument
(brass, woodwind or percussion), or know
someone who does, we would love you to join
us. Band members are Villagers, students and
members of neighboring communities. No au-
dition is required. So dust off your “horn” and
come and have some fun with us. Rehearsals
are Tuesday at 7 p.m. in Cribari Auditorium.
Contact Barbara Norum (barbara@norum.ca)
for more information or check us out online at
VillagesMusicSociety.org.

Mark your calendars for May 17 at 2:30
p.m. for our next concert. If you need a ride,
call the VMA at 408-223-2620 for assistance.



CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Wednesday, March 11

8:30 a.m. Jazzercize A
9a.m. Game Day RED
9am. Chinese Morning Exercise PR
9a.m. VMA: Board Meeting MC
10a.m.  Watercolor Art Class AR
10a.m. Yoga A
11:15 a.m. QiGong A
2 p.m. Art Open Studio AR
2 p.m. Montgomery DAC Meeting FC
2 p.m. VAT Spring Show Rehearsals VC
5:30 p.m. VMS: Dancers Group 2 A
6 p.m. Glen Arden DAC Meeting FC
6 p.m. VMS: Voices Rehearsal VC
6:00 p.m. Mexican Train Dominoces SEQ
7 p.m. Bridge Duplicate RED
7 p.m. VMS Dancer Group 3 MC
Thursday, March 12

8:30 a.m. SRS: Free Tax Preparation FC
9a.m. Game Day RED
9a.m. Swimming Pool Advisory Comm. VR
9a.m. SG: Line Dance Class A
9:30 a.m. Pastel/Drawing Art Class AR
9:30 a.m. Communications Advisory Comm. F
10a.m. Line Dance Club CR
10:30 a.m. Aqua Aerobics Beginner FHP

11:30 a.m. LSAL Fitness A
11:45 a.m. Aqua Aerobics Advanced FHP

12:30 p.m. 18 Hole Ladies Lunch CH
12:30 p.m. Chapel Bible Study SEQ
1:30 p.m. VMS Opera Lovers MC
1:30 p.m. Ukulele Club Meeting VC
2 p.m. Art Open Studio AR
3 p.m. Chapel Choir Rehearsal CR
4 p.m. Dancers Leadership Meeting F
4 p.m. Homeowners Quart. Meeting CH
4:30 p.m. Pickleball Club Board Mtg PR
7 p.m. Chinese Club Board Mtg MC
7 p.m. Foothill Garden Club FC
7 p.m. Hiking Club: Game Night SEQ
7 p.m. The Villages Folksters VC
7 p.m. VAT Spring Show Rehearsals A
Friday, March 13
8a.m. Battery & Lightbulb Recycling
Driving Range Parking Lot
8a.m. Catholic Mass CR
8:30 a.m. Jazzercize A
9a.m. Game Day RED
9a.m. Chinese Morning Exercise P
10a.m. Art Open Studio AR
10a.m.  Club Rules Committee Mtg VR
10a.m. Line Dance Club Advanced A
10a.m. Quilters PR
12:30 p.m. ACBL Bridge Game RED
2p.m. Art Open Studio AR
3p.m. Bocce Club Bocce Bash  BC
3p.m. Handbell Rehearsal CR
4:30 p.m. Pickleball Drink and Drink PC
5p.m. Village Olivas Social Events FC
6 p.m. Chinese Club Line Dancing VC
6:00 p.m. Mexican Train Dominoes MC
Saturday, March 14
8:30 a.m. Tai Chi FC
9a.m. Community E-Waste Event

Cribari East Parking Lot

10a.m.  Watercolor Open Studio AR
10a.m.  Quilters PR
10a.m.  Ukulele Club Sing-a-Long SEQ
10:30 a.m. Dog Club Meeting GP
12 p.m. VMS Piano Rehearsal A
3 p.m. Glen Arden St. Patrick’s Day FC
Sunday, March 15

7 a.m. Catholic Mass A
7 a.m. Catholic Choir Rehearsal CR
9am. Chapel Choir Rehearsal SEQ
10a.m.  Chapel Worship Service A
11a.m.  Art Open Studio AR
2p.m. Korean Club Potluck FC
2:30 p.m. VMS Piano Recital A
7 p.m. Chinese Karaoke & Games SEQ
7 p.m. VAT Spring Show Rehearsals A
Monday, March 16

8:30 a.m. Jazzercize A
9a.m. Game Day RED
9a.m. Chinese Morning Exercise PR
10a.m.  Art Open Studio AR

10:30 a.m. VMA: Grief Support Grp  SEQ

12 p.m.  Flower Ladies Arranging Guild VC
1p.m. Stitchery

1p.m. FLAG Monthly Meeting VC
2p.m. Art Open Studio AR
2p.m. Senior Academy Lecture FC
2 p.m. VAT Spring Show Rehearsals A
2:30 p.m. Study Group: French Mtg CR
5p.m. VMS Dancer Group 1 A
7 p.m. Bridge Duplicate RED
Tuesday, March 17

8:30 a.m. Tai Chi FC
9a.m. Game Day RED
9a.m. Art Class Acrylic/Oil AR
9:30 a.m. HBOD Prelim. Budget Review SEQ
10a.m. VMA: Hearing Life MC
10:30 a.m. Aqua Aerobics Beginner FHP
10:30 a.m. CBOD Prelim. Budget Review SEQ
10:30 a.m. Chapel Lay Board F
11:30 a.m. LSAL Fitness A
11:45 a.m. Aqua Aerobics Advance FHP
1:30 p.m. ABOD Prelim. Budget Review SEQ
1:30 p.m. Art Journaling Class AR
2 p.m. Hermosa DAC Meeting MC
2 p.m. VAT Spring Show Rehearsals VC
2p.m. VMS Piano Club Meeting A
5p.m. Older Wine Lovers Mtg (OWLS) FC
7 p.m. The Villages Camera Club VC
7 p-m. VMS Concert Band A
Wednesday, March 18

8:30 a.m. Jazzercizers A
9a.m. Game Day RED
9a.m. Chinese Morning Exercise PR
10a.m.  Watercolor Art Class AR
10a.m. Yoga A
11 a.m.  Friends of SUSU Luncheon CH
11:15 a.m. QiGong A
2p.m. Art Open Studio AR
2 p.m. Leadership Development Comm. PR
2 p.m. VAT Spring Show Rehearsals VC
5:30 p.m. VMS: Dancers Group 2 A
6 p.m. VMS: Voices Rehearsal FC
6:00 p.m. Mexican Train Dominoes MC
7 p.m. Bridge Duplicate RED

7 p.m. VMS Dancer Group 3 VC
Thursday, March 19

8:30 a.m. SRS: Free Tax Preparation FC
9a.m. Game Day RED
9a.m. SG: Line Dance Class A
9:30 a.m. Pastel/Drawing Art Class AR
10a.m. Line Dance Club CR
10a.m.  VMA: Placement Decisions SEQ

10:30 a.m. Aqua Aerobics Beginner FHP
10:30 a.m. VMA: Caregiver Support Grp PR
A

11:30 a.m. LSAL Fitness

11:45 a.m. Aqua Aerobics Advance FHP
12:30 p.m. 18 Hole Ladies Lunch CH
12:30 p.m. Chapel Bible Study SEQ
1:30 p.m. Ukulele Club Meeting VC
2 p.m. Art Open Studio AR
3 p.m. Chapel Choir Rehearsal CR
6 p.m. Democratic Club Meeting VC
6 p.m. VMS Dancers Rehearsal FC
7 p.m. VAT Spring Show Rehearsals A
Friday, March 20

8 a.m. Catholic Mass CR
8:30 a.m. Jazzercizers A
9:30 a.m. Card Making F
9:30 a.m. HBOD Prelim. Budget Review SEQ
10a.m.  Art Open Studio AR
10a.m. Line Dance Club Advanced A
10a.m.  Quilters PR
10:30 a.m. CBOD Prelim. Budget Review SEQ

12:30 p.m. ACBL Bridge Game RED

1:30 p.m. ABOD Prelim. Budget Review SEQ

2 p.m. Art Open Studio AR

3 p.m. Bocce Club Bocce Bash BC

3p.m. Handbell Rehearsal CR

6 p.m. Chinese Club Line Dancing VC

6 p.m. Crafter’s Club Craft Market
Cribari Center

6 p.m. Mexican Train Dominoes  MC

7 p.m. Jewish Service FC

A Auditorium—Cribari

AR Art Room—Ciribari

BC Bocce Courts

CER Ceramics —Cribari

CH Clubhouse

CR Conference Room—Cribari

F Forum Room—Cribari

FC Foothill Center

FHP Foothill Pool

GP Gazebo

L Lobby—Cribari

MC Montgomery Center

P Patio—Cribari

PC Pickleball Courts

PR Patio Room—Cribari

RED Redwood Room—Cribari
SEQ Sequoia Room—Cribari

TR Terrace Room—Cribari

TS Tennis Stand

TTC Table Tennis Center—Mont.
vC Vineyard Center

VR Voyage Room—Mont.




GOVERNANCE

GOVERNANCE MEETINGS

Association

* The Villages Association Board of Directors Preliminary Budget Review Draft #1

(Directors Only) is Friday, March 20 at 1:30 p.m. in the Sequoia Room.

* The Villages Association Board of Directors Budget Working Session
Directors Only) is Friday, March 27 at 1:30 p.m. in the Sequoia Room.

* The Villages Association Board of Directors Monthly Board hybrid meeting—
open to all—is Tuesday, March 31 at 9:30 a.m. in Foothill Center and on Zoom.
Meeting ID: 917 8108 3392; Passcode: 223468; Dial: 1-669-900-6833

Club

* The Villages Golf & Country Club Board of Directors Preliminary Budget Review
Draft #1 (Directors Only) is Friday, March 20 at 10:30 a.m. in the Sequoia Room.

* The Villages Golf & Country Club Board of Directors Budget Working Session

(Directors Only) is Friday, March 27 at 10:30 a.m. in the Sequoia Room.

* The Villages Golf & Country Club Board of Directors regular hybrid meeting—
open to all—is Tuesday, March 31 at 1:30 p.m. in Foothill Center and on
Zoom. Meeting ID: 961 5036 4740; Passcode: 260616; Dial: 1-669-900-6833

Homeowners

* The Villages Homeowners’ Board of Directors Quarterly Meeting is Thursday,

March 12 at 4 p.m. in the Clubhouse Fairway Room.

* The Villages Homeowners’ Board of Directors Preliminary Budget Review Draft
#1 (Directors Only) is Friday, March 20 at 9:30 a.m. in the Sequoia Room.

* The Villages Homeowners’ Board of Directors Budget Working Session

DAG MEETINGS

Glen Arden DAC

Meeting Wednesday, March
11 at 6 p.m. in Foothill Center.

Hermosa DAC

Meeting Tuesday, March 17
at 3 p.m. in Montomery Center.

Montgomery DAC

Montgomery District Work-
ing Session Wednesday, March
11 at 2 p.m. in Foothill Center.

\(Directors Only) is Friday, March 27 at 9:30 a.m. in the Sequoia Room. y

‘NOW’ classes

Join us for the Navigating Our
Web (NOW) class Thursdays from 2
to 3 p.m. in Building C to learn how
to improve your online skills such
as navigating the Member Portal or
signing up for FastNews. Register
at https://vigcc.com/now. Ques-
tions? Call 408-223-4681 or email
memberportal@the-villages.com.

THE CLUBHOUSE

Weekly Specials

Breakfast Special:
Tuesday 3/17 to Sunday 3/22

English Breakfast: Two fried eggs, bacon, sausage, blood pudding, cremini
mushrooms, tomatoes, baked beans. $21

Lunch Specials:
Monday 3/16 to Sunday 3/22—11 a.m. to 2 p.m.

St. Patrick’s Corned Beef and Cabbage: Cabbage, red potatoes and carrots with

mustard grain on side $22

Butter Chicken Tikka: Braised with tomatoes, butter, cream and curry aromats

with basmati rice and grilled pita bread $22

Dinner Specials:
Tuesday 3/17 to Sunday 3/22—5 p.m. to 8 p.m.
With Choice of Small House Salad or Small Caesar Salad

Half Rack Baby Back Ribs: With mashed potatoes, corn on cobb
and buttermilk biscuits $29

Crispy Skin Rainbow Trout: With pineapple salsa relish, wild rice pilaf
and seasonal vegetables $30

CURBSIDE: Whole Rotisserie Chicken $15.99
Order by 1 p.m. for 5 p.m. Same Day Pickup

Soup of
the Day

Monday, March 16
Mediterranean Lentil &
Spinach

Tuesday, March 17
Chicken Lemon Barley
Wednesday, March 18
Tuscan White Bean &
Kale

Thursday, March 19
Minced Pork & Kimchi
Friday, March 20
Clam Chowder
Saturday, March 21
Chef’s Choice

Sunday, March 22
Chef’s Choice

S
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More CLUBHOUSE

. EASTER
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=) sosteimes 10:30am = 1:30pm

/' ADULTS $75++ CHILDREN (5-12) $35++
DISPLAYS
Cheese board with gourmet crackers
Fruit platter, assorted wild berries & grapes

Assorted mini breakfast pastries, donuts

SEAFOOD STATION
Peel & eat shrimp, cocktail sauce, crab claws, oysters on a half
shell, mignonette sauce, mini tabasco, lemons, smoked salmon,
whipped cream cheese, capers, red onions, tomatoes, mini bagels

COOK TO ORDER OMELET STATION
Country potatoes, bacon, pork sausage, eggs any style,
bell peppers, mushrooms tomatoes, spinach, jalapenos, roasted
yukon potatoes, bacon bits, pork sausage, chicken apple
sausage, shredded cheddar & mozzarella

SALAD STATION
Spring vegetable salad
Yukon gold potato salad
Clubhouse baby salad mix
Caesar salad
Ranch, balsamic, Italian, honey mustard, thousand island,
French dressing & Asian ginger dressing

CARVING STATION
Prime rib, horseradish cream, au jus
Roasted leg of lamb, mint jelly, au jus
Assorted rolls & butter

ENTREES
Rotisserie chicken with lemon thyme au jus
Pan roasted corvina fish with Chardonnay cream sauce
& pea tendrils
Baked gemelli pasta with sundried tomatoes &
pesto cream sauce
Buttermilk whipped potatoes, gravy
Steamed seasonal vegetables

DESSERT
Blueberry pie, pecan pie, chocolate bars, toffee crunch blondies,
lemon crumb bars, chocolate cake, petite fours, eclairs,
mini cheesecakes, freshly baked cookies & fruit tarts

Please RVSP by March 27, 2026 by calling our special events
line at 408-754-1339 or by emailing asaguindel@the-villages.com

S 5O = = _a ¢
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Aftemoon Tea

Join us for an elegant affair filled with delightful
conversations, exquisite teas, and a delectable
assortment of sweet and savory treats.
Tuesdays & Wednesdays, 2 p.m. -4 p.m.

MENU
Tea & Accompaniments
English breakfast, Earl Grey, jasmine green,
chamomile, peppermint, half & half, lemon,
sugar cubes
First
Cucumber & herb cream cheese, smoked
salmon, dill & lemon butter, egg salad brioche
Second

Blueberry & cranberry scones,

Devonshire cream, strawberry preserves
Third
Lemon bars, mini profiteroles,
strawberry shortbread
$18.95 ++
Reservations Required
RSVP by Monday 12 p.m. (for Tuesday) &
Tuesday 12 p.m. (for Wednesday)

Call 408-223-4687 option (1)

or email theclubhouse@the-villages.com

il

~VMA BINGO & DINNER

Wednesday, April 15, 2026
5:30 p.m., no host cocktails

2 COURSE MENU
Salisbury Steak
wild mushroom gravy, buttermilk mashed
potatoes and seasonal vegetables
Veg Option - Vegetarian Wellington
wild mushroom gravy, buttermilk mashed
potatoes and seasonal vegetables

French Raspberry Cake
whipped cream, raspberry sauce,
and sprig of mint

$25 plus service charge & tax per guest
An additional $1 is then added for VMA

Come join us for Bingo & Dinner
Reservations can be made by calling 408-754-
1337 or e-mail at theclubhouse@the-villages.
com. Reservations for all size parties are
accepted with a maximum of 8 guests per table.
If you wish to organize a table of friends, only one
person needs to call but must furnish the guest
names and house numbers for all players. Bingo
cards will be sold (three for $5 or $2 each) in the
reception area starting at 5:30 p.m.



UPCOMING CLUBS & EVENTS

D.A. Jeff Rosen to speak  Join John Trudeau for ‘Walking Tours
at Foothill Center of Paris’

Jeff Rosen, Santa Clara County District Attor-  With over 1,500 miles of walkways, Paris
ney, will be speaking is a great city for a stroll. By walking we get to

to the Villages Jew- see a lot of this unique city in. detail, and a lot
ish Community on of thg Ioc_:al culture._lf you’c_i I_|ke to see some » )
Friday, March 20 at special views of Paris then join thn Trudeau at the Hiking Clup meeting
7p m’ in the Foot- on Monday, March 30 gt 7 p-m.in the newly renovated Foothill Cente.r.
hill .Cénter Al Vil- We'll take walks in eight different areas around the center of Paris.
: Some will go near a few of the “standards” like Notre Dame, the Lou-
lagers are welcome. vre, Tuilleries, and Montmartre, and we’ll do a few more out-of-the-way
Afterward, Shabbat walks, including La Défense, the Promenade Plantée, Canal St. Martin,
services will begin and more. We’ll see how Notre Dame has changed with the post-fire
around 8 p.m. renovation, and observe many quiet, historical corners of otherwise busy
Since 2011, Mr. Rosen has overseen the sjtes. So put on your sneakers, watch out for traffic, and come see and
largest prosecutor’s office north of Los Angeles,  feel the magic of Paris from the sidewalks!

serving a population of almost two million and is The program will follow a short club business meeting and a break
a nationally recognized leader in criminal justice  for socializing with snacks and beverages. The meeting is free, and open
reform. to all Villagers.

Village Dancers presents: Legends— Artists Known by One Name

The Villages Music Society (VMS) - Village Dancers will soon take the stage for their annual showcase, “Legends” —a
vibrant celebration of some of the greatest musical icons known by one name! This year’s performance pays tribute to
artists who defined eras and inspired generations, mcludmg Elvis, Madonna, MJ, Rihanna, Seal, Sinatra and Sting. Tickets
are on sale now for the following dates: - '

Friday, March 27 at 7 p.m. - $20

Saturday, March 28 at 2:30 p.m. - $25

Sunday, March 29 at 2:30 p.m. - $25

Each dance will capture the essence of these
legends through a creative mix of tap, funk, jazz,
Broadway, contemporary, and even a hint of
belly dancing, offering audiences a dynamic and
delightful variety of movement and mood. From
the smooth sophistication of Sinatra to the high-energy beats of MJ and the daring flair of Madonna, Legends promises a
journey through time where every step tells a story.

Adding to the excitement, the Dancing Queens will channel the attitude and artistry of Madonna and Sting, while the
Bad Boys bring their electrifying energy to the unforgettable music of MJ and Sinatra. Together, these talented groups will
light up the stage with a tribute to Elvis, performing spirited numbers to “Jailhouse Rock,” “Always on My Mind,” and the
sultry classic “Fever.”

Special Collaboration Highlight:

A truly breathtaking performance awaits as the Village Dancers, Piano Open Studio and the Handbell Ensemble come
together in a stunning collaboration to “Kiss from a Rose” by Seal. This piece blends elegant choreography, live piano
artistry and the shimmering tones of handbells—a soulful union of movement and music that promises to be one of the
show’s most memorable highlights.

“These legendary artists continue to inspire us,” said Bernice Toy, Artistic Director/Choreographer. “Their music tran-
scends generations, and bringing their spirit to life through dance is our way of keeping their magic alive.”

Come witness the extraordinary talent, teamwork, and enthusiasm of The Village Dancers, who continue to entertain and
inspire with every performance. Expect stunning choreography, dazzling costumes, and a soundtrack filled with timeless
favorites that will have you tapping your feet and smiling all the way home.

“Guest performers” include Beethoven, Liberace, Peter, Paul & Mary, Sonny
& Cher and Willie. One thing’s for sure—this will be a show that celebrates the
music, movement, and magic of true legends!

To see our preview of Legends, visit https://tinyurl.com/VMSpreview

To purchase tickets, visit https://tinyurl.com/VMSLegend

Note: only Villages Residents can purchase tickets online. In-person tick-
ets sales are available now every Monday between 5:30 and 6:30 p.m. in the
Cribari Lobby.




More CLUBS & EVENTS

Arts and Crafts to host Henna demo and
membership meeting with Kalpana Adesara

On Monday, April 6, join Arts and Crafts in the Cribari
Conference room. You will really enjoy this demo after a
short business meeting which begins promptly at 1:45 p.m.
Have you ever thought about having a tattoo or at least a
removable one? How about a beautiful artwork of Henna
on the back of your hand? Well then, we will introduce you
to Kalpana Adesara. She is a highly skilled Mehndi artist
with over 25 years of experience in this craft. Kalpana was
recognized as Cupertino’s Distinguished Artist in 2021, and
she has built a reputation for her intricate and meaningful
designs. Kalpana holds a bachelor’s degree in fine arts, and
she has honed her expertise in mehndi, creating stunning
designs for a wide range of events, including weddings,
bridal showers, baby showers, engagement parties, birth-
day celebrations, and corporate events.

Known for using only pure, natural henna, Kalpana blends tradition with in-
novation. She skillfully integrates Mehndi techniques into her paintings and even
transforms everyday objects such as candles and wooden boxes into works of art.
Her unique approach celebrates the ancient craft of Mehndi while giving it a modern
twist. Kalpana invites you to join her at her upcoming demo to witness the magic
of this timeless art form and see how it elevates ordinary objects to extraordinary
beauty. One or two of you may be selected as a subject of hers to help with her
demonstration. Why not? Please mark your calendars for this demonstration.

Follow Kalpana on Instagram: http://www.instagram.com/mehndi_by_kalpana

By Michael Sunzeri

Come to the Hiking Club’s Game Night!

Have fun and make new friends at the Hiking Club’s Game Night on Thursday,
March 12 from 6 to 9 p.m. at the Sequoia room in Cribari Center. Bring your
favorite board game or cards to play with table-mates. Snacks will be provided,
bring your own beverage. No RSVP is necessary. We hope to see you there!

Senior Academy: Has Earth Been Visited by
Intelligent Life?

By Arlene Versaw

Those who remember the 1940s and 1950s will
likely recall that reports of flying saucers became part
of our cultural phenomena, but the concept is not
that new. In fact, humans have looked to the skies to "
explain their existence since the dawn of man. Soon, sightings of unldent|f|ed flying
objects, or UFOS, became fodder for Hollywood movies. Are there really visitors from
other worlds? Are they peaceful or committed to our destruction? Have we real proof
about their existence? Are they intelligent beings?

Ricky Deutsch will explore these questions and more in his presentation of
“UFOs—Has Earth Been Visited by Intelligent Life?” at a Senior Academy presen-
tation on Monday, March 16 at 2 p.m. in Foothill Center. He will explore those
questions, but ultimately will let the audience determine the answers to these
questions for themselves.

Ricky Deutsch is an Aerospace Engineer with a broad career in Aerospace. Per-
haps most intriguing is his stint in the 1970s as Operations Director for a now-de-
classified top-secret reconnaissance satellite program. He is also the author of
several aerospace books.

Join us on Monday, March 16. Please register at senioracademy.vgcc.club.

Come to Cat Club
meeting March 23

By Bette Loomis

Heather Haven had to cancel her
previous speaking engagement at the
Cat Club last year, but now she’s back
for the Monday, March 23 meeting. |
encourage you all to attend the March
meeting held in the Vineyard Center
from 2 to 3 p.m. Heather has agreed
to speak about her books and her
love of cats. She has written several
books, many of which have received
renowned recognition.

Heather will share her insights and
discuss how she got started in the world
of writing. Join us for what should be a
wonderful and engaging meeting. At
this meeting, you will also learn about
remedies to alleviate or help with cats
throwing up. If you were at the last
meeting, you’ll want to attend this meet-
ing to find out the great reveal of what
really works for cats and their owners.

Hear about the new TNR (trap and
release) committee that is posted on
the Cat Club website.

As always, remember to bring
something for the “leave something,
take something” table—it’s always
free and provides a great way to take
something different to try for your cat.

This month, tables will not be ar-
ranged according to villages; please
sit where you want to meet other
people in The Villages.

All events connected with the Cat
Club are always free, but please sign
up ahead of time.

Register today by visiting sites.
google.com/view/villages-cat-club,
emailing villagescatclub5@gmail.com
or texting 408-234-9798.

The Cat Club giveaway table is
always free!




Save date for Crafters Club March
Makers Market

It’s almost spring and that means
the Crafters Club March Makers Mar-
ket is right around the corner! Mark
your calendar for Saturday, March

VILLAGES
21 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. for our

Q
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N
first show of the 2026 season. Lots

of returning vendors and even a few new ones! And everything
is handmade and one of a kind. If you are a crafter and you are
interested in joining our club, please contact Barbara Osborne
at gingergirlca@gmail.com. Don’t forget to save the date—March
21 —the first day of spring and the perfect time to shop for unique
treasures!

Macintosh Users Group to meet
Wednesday, March 18

The Macintosh Users Group will host a hybrid meeting by Zoom
and in person in the Sequoia Room at Cribari Center at 3 p.m. on
Wednesday, March 18. Our presenter, DeDe Rogers is unavail-
able and Chuck Williams will take her place. Contact Larry Roben,
club treasurer, if you wish to be sent email notices. Give Larry your
address, phone number and email address. His phone number is
408-218-0851 and email is larryroben21 @gmail.com.

VMA Presents: Cremation
planning discussion

As sad as it may be, we all have an expiration date. The goal for
many of us is to be as prepared for this as possible. We hope to
make this difficult time as easy on our loved ones as possible. This
may include creating a trust; clearing out the closets and garage; or
selling those family collections that our kids just don’t want. There
is one more thing to consider: the plan for your final resting place.
Some of us want a burial plot. Some of us prefer cremation. If you
have wondered about or considered
cremation, you will want to come
hear Landon Elfstrom of the Neptune
Society speak on Wednesday, March
25 at 1 p.m. in the Sequoia Room.
Landon will discuss the benefits of
pre-arranging your end-of-life plans.
Have you wondered what happens at
the time of death? Who do you call?
What options exist for your cremated
remains?

All of these questions will be an-
swered, as well as any other questions
you may have.

Neptune Society of Central Califor-
nia has been serving our community
for over 45 years. Landon Elfstrom is their pre-arrangement coun-
selor and has helped many families with their end-of-life arrange-
ments. If you have questions or would like help making your own
plans, plan to attend this presentation.

Please reserve your spot now online at vmavillages.vgcc.club/
register-for-programs or at 408-238-4029.

Arrangement Counselor
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A Special Treat: Opera San

Jose coming to The Villages
By Tony Berg m

Many people have never had the opportunity
to experience opera live. The Study Group at The
Villages aims to change that.

Opera is often perceived as an elite art form,
which can discourage many people from attending
a performance. To make this remarkable musical
tradition more accessible, the Study Group is
bringing a special performance by Opera San
José directly to our community.

On Saturday, April 4
at 2 p.m., talented singers
and musicians from Opera
San José will perform at
the Cribari Auditorium,
offering residents an en-
gaging introduction to the
beauty and excitement
of opera. The program will feature a selection
of well-known and beloved operatic arias, along
with several favorite selections from Broadway,
showcasing the extraordinary talent of these
performers.

For just $10, residents can enjoy a memora-
ble afternoon of live music —without leaving The
Villages. Email schlager01@aol.com to register.
Please include your member ID as it will be
charged $10. The deadline for registering is April 1.

Whether you are a longtime opera enthusiast
or simply curious to experience it for the first time,
this special event offers a wonderful opportunity to
discover the power and beauty of live vocal per-
formance. Join us for an unforgettable afternoon
of music and artistry.
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Calling all artists to prepare
for Art in the Park

Are you a maker? An Artist? A Crafter? Join us to
show and sell your items at Art in the Park on April
18 at Gazebo Park. It’s fun, it’s easy and we want you

to join in the fun. Every
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a VK" and families come out
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

For more information, visit villagesartinthepark.com

year, over 40 artists set
The Villages Arts & Crafts Association  tQ shop_ Sponsored by
or contact Diane Finley at dianefinley1@gmail.com

up on the picnic tables
as hundreds of Villag-
the Villages Arts & Crafts Association, Art in the Park
is scheduled for Saturday, April 18 at Gazebo Park



Have fun with Card Making Make
and Take

Please join Elizabeth Schwartz
and Debbie Earl for a fun Make and
Take class on card-making! You
p might be familiar with these ladies

from our craft shows at The Villag-
es. They create a variety of paper
crafts for sale at these markets.

You will complete four to six
cards during the class, with a va-
riety of themes such as Birthday,
Get Well or Thank You. This class
is designed for beginner and expe-
rienced card-makers. All materials
needed for cards will be provided during the class. If you have a
favorite adhesive and scissors, bring them with you to complete
your projects. Otherwise, they will also be provided.

Come join the fun and bring your friends on Friday, April 10
from 3 to 5 p.m. in the Cribari Art Room. The cost is $25 ($35
for non-members) and payment due by March 31.

To sign up for class, first register with Pat Remington
at plremingt@gmail.com. Then pay by Venmo (@Eliza-
beth-Schwartz-ES) or put your check in an envelope addressed
to Elizabeth Schwartz and drop it in the Villages Arts and Crafts
box across from the VMA in Cribari Center.

Opera Lovers to show ‘La Fille du
Régiment’

Please join The Villages Music Society’s Opera Lovers on
Thursday, March 19 at 2 p.m. in Montgomery Center, when
we will show Gaetano Donizetti’s “La Fille du Régiment.”

This delightful opera, starring Juan Diego Flérez and Natalie
Dessay, brings vocal thrills and an abundance of laughs. Florez
easily sings nine high C’s in
“Ah! Mes amis” while Dessay
has some poignant moments
in between her comic antics.
And, if you are familiar with
the British comedienne, Dawn
French, you will enjoy her hi-
larious role. This production of
the Royal Opera House, Covent
Garden is conducted by Bruno
Campanella.

So, let’s take a break from
our dramatic operas and enjoy
some laughter! Please join us
on March 19. No registration is
required, and the event is open
to all Villagers and their guests.
The run time is a little over 2 hours.

If you need additional information, please call Mary Stradner
at 408-887-3293, or visit https://VillagesMusicSociety.org for
information about other musical events.

If you need aride to a Villages Music Society event, contact
the VMA at 408-238-4230 to arrange your free transportation.

Explore wonders of tofu and

paneer at Healthy Eating meeting
By Darrel Kelly m

Tofu—yes, it originated in China and is a staple of Japa-
nese cooking today. But men-
tion it to me and my head fills
with words like yuck—bland,
spongy, or just “meh.” But
Chef Marie-Paule made this
for me recently, and it rocks.

On Tuesday, March 31, at
this month’s Healthy Eating
meeting, Chef Marie-Paule
will show you how to cook
tofu so it comes out crisp and
golden on the outside, tender
and creamy inside. Think: a
protective shell with a soft
center—comfort food with backbone.

The sauce is magic! Who would have thought? It’s
a technique you’ll reuse any time you want a satisfying,
high-protein dish that doesn’t rely on meat.

Leaving Japan, we are switching gears and heading
toward India and a different kind of comfort: paneer, the
fresh, mild cheese that holds its shape and drinks up flavor.
We'll build a vibrant green, Coconut Saag that’s deeply
aromatic and warming full of fragrant spices, slow-building
richness, and that “one more bite” feeling you only get
when your taste buds are super happy.

This is a practical cooking class you can repeat at
home —weeknight-friendly techniques with results that
taste restaurant-level.

And Marie-Paule is also bringing a surprise item—a
small twist that ties the whole evening together and
makes the final tasting even better. (No hints. You’ll have
to show up.)

As usual, we will meet at 6 p.m. in the Montgomery
Room (the last Tuesday of the month). This is for mem-
bers only. If you are not member, join today. To register
or become a member, visit https://tinyurl.com/4vznmb69

Sign up for Printing Without a Press

Please join Pat Remington for a fun step-by-step class,
Printing Without a Press! During the first session, Pat will
demonstrate a quick and easy way to create abstract
acrylic backgrounds. During session two, we will learn how
to design and carve an image, from botanicals to birds,
landscape or still life. Image ideas will be provided or bring
photo or drawing for a 5x7” you wish to carve. We'll talk
about positive and negative space and do some warm-up
carving. Next we will print on your prepared backgrounds.
In the last session you will touch-up your prints, learn how
to seal and mount the prints on cards and pick your favorite
for a lovely natural wood frame. Join the fun; beginners as
well as experienced artists will enjoy this class!

A selection of acrylic paint, brushes, carving material
and tools, brayers, 5x7” cards and envelopes and one
5x7” wood frame will be provided.

These four sessions will take place Tuesdays, March
24 and 31, and April 7 and 14 from 1 to 3:30 p.m. All
supplies included for $60. Max 10 students. To register,
email Pat Remington at plremingt@gmail.com or text
407-506-9219.

Chef Marie-Paule




