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Celebrate Earth Day in Style— Love Where You Live!

Get ready to be inspired. This year’s “Love Where You Live” Earth Day Celebration
at The Villages is shaping up to be one of our most informational experiences. .

We’re kicking things off with two exclusive Clubhouse tasting events, each spot- / The Vlllages
lighting a sustainable brewery or winery. Enjoy exceptional beer and wine while discov-
ering the cutting-edge, eco-friendly practices behind every pour. The beer tasting event
has more spots available while the wine tasting is filled up but has a waitlist available.

Beer Tasting on April 13 — Sustainability Services and the Clubhouse will host a
six-flight beer tasting featuring sustainably minded breweries from the Bay Area and
Central Coast: Devil’'s Canyon Brewery and Firestone Walker Brewing Company.
Devil’s Canyon, a Business of the Year award recipient, is known for its Culture of Re-
utilization philosophy. Guided by the motto “From gear to beer,” the brewery works
toward leaving a zero-carbon footprint.

Firestone Walker brews entirely by the sun, powered by a two-megawatt solar ar-
ray. The brewery also captures nearly 5 million pounds of carbon dioxide each year
through a CO, recovery system rather than releasing it as greenhouse gas emissions.

For those who prefer a non-alcoholic option, Devil’s Canyon craft root beer will also be available for tasting.

Then don’t miss the main event: Earth Day Community Celebration on Saturday, April 18 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. in
Cribari Auditorium. Step into a vibrant showcase of ideas, innovations, and hands-on inspiration from leading sustainability
organizations, including: Acterra, BellaVista Landscape Service, City of San Jose Environmental Services, Elders Climate
Action, Electric Vehicle Association, EPC, Firewise, Hydroponic Gardening, Our City Forest, San Jose Clean Energy, San
Jose Climate Smart, SavATree, Sustainable Villages Club, UC Master Gardeners, Vasquez Arbor Care, Villages Birding
Group, and Zero Waste Silicon Valley / Conservation Corps.

Enjoy complimentary coffee, fun giveaways, and a wealth of practical tips to help you live greener and love your home
even more.

Make It a Day of Discovery. Be sure to get to Gazebo Park for Art in the Park and enjoy local creativity in full bloom.

Questions? Email Sustainability@the-villages.com

Get tickets now for Villages Amateur Theatre’s ‘Guys and Dolls’

Rehearsals for Guys and Dolls began in earnest in February. Since then, the cast has been hard at work, sets are being
designed and costume fittings are in full swing.

“Guys and Dolls” is a classic musical based on Damon Runyon’s stories about New York City gamblers and mission-
aries, featuring iconic songs like “Luck Be a Lady” and “Sit Down, You're Rockin’ the Boat.” The plot follows gambler Sky
Masterson’s bet to woo missionary Sarah Brown, while his friend Nathan Detroit tries to find a location for his floating crap
game, all set to a score that blends comedy, romance, and classic Broadway tunes.

So that you don’t miss out on all the fun, be sure to put the following on your calendar:

In-person Ticket Sales - Saturdays, April 4, 11 and 18 from 9 a.m. to noon in Forum Room at Cribari Center.

Late Ticket Sales - We offer late ticketing via phone and email. You may call 408-960-6921 or email vatvgcc+tix@gmail.
com after the last in-person ticket sales ends on April 18 at noon. No phone
or email request will be processed until in-person ticketing closes.

You will be issued best available seats (no seat selection) with tickets
available at Will Call on the date of your performance.

Your phone/email request must include your name, Member number,
performance date and the number of tickets you authorize to be charged to
your Member Number house account.

Performances in Cribari Auditorium are: Friday, April 24 at 7 p.m.;
Saturday, April 25 at 3 p.m.; and Sunday, April 26 at 3 p.m.

For all the latest information on VAT programs please visit our website at
https://vat.vgcc.club or email us at vatvgcc@gmail.com.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Wednesday, April 8

8:30 a.m. Jazzercizers A
9a.m. Game Day RED
9am. Chinese Club Morn. Exercise P
9a.m. VMA: Board Meeting MC
9:30 a.m. Watercolor Art Class AR
10a.m. Computer Literacy Tutoring F
10a.m. Yoga A
11:15 a.m. QiGong A
1p.m. Study Grp: Stitch & Share SEQ
2 p.m. Art Open Studio AR
2 p.m. VAT Spring Show Reh. VC
5:30 p.m. VMS: Dancers Group 2 A
6 p.m. VMS: Voices Rehearsal FC
6 p.m. Chin.Dragon Boat Practice MC
6 p.m. Mexican Train Dominoes SEQ
7 p.m. Bridge Duplicate RED
7 p.m. Study Group: Dancers VC
Thursday, April 9

8:30 a.m. Tai Chi P
8:30 a.m. SRS: Free Tax Prep. FC
9a.m. Game Day RED
9a.m. Stdy Grp: Line Dance Class A
9a.m. Swimming Pool Adv. Com. VR
9:30 a.m. Pastel/Drawing Art Class AR
10a.m. VMA: Dementia MC
10a.m. Line Dance Club CR

10:30 a.m. Aqua Aerobics—Beginner FHP
11:30 a.m. LSAL Fitness A
11:45 a.m. Aqua Aerobics—Advance FHP
1p.m. Chapel Bible Study SEQ
1:30 p.m. Club Capital Projects Review A
1:30 p.m. Ukulele Club Meeting MC

2p.m. Senior Academy Lecture  VC
2 p.m. Art Open Studio AR
3 p.m. Chapel Choir Rehearsal CR

4:30 p.m. Pickleball Board Meeting PR

7 p.m. The Villages Folksters VC
7 p.m. Chinese Club Board Mtg. MC
7 p.m. Fitness Center Orientation FIT
7 p.m. VAT Spring Show Reh. A
Friday, April 10

8 a.m. Catholic Mass CR
8:30 a.m. Jazzercizers A
9a.m. Game Day RED
9am. Chinese Club Morn. Exercise P
10a.m. Quilters PR
10a.m. Line Dance Club—Adv. A
10a.m. Art Open Studio AR
12:30 p.m.ACBL Bridge Game RED
2 p.m. Art Open Studio AR
3 p.m. VMS: Handbell Rehearsal CR
3 p.m. Bocce Club Bocce Bash  BC

4:30 p.m. Pickleball Drink and Drink PB
6 p.m. Mexican Train Dominoes  MC
6:30 p.m. Chinese Club Line Dancing VC

Saturday, April 11

8:30 a.m. Tai Chi P

10a.m.  Ukulele Club Sing-Along SEQ
10a.m.  Watercolor Open Studio AR
10a.m. Quilters PR

1p.m. Desi Club: Holi Festival GP
6 p.m. Chin. Dragon Boat Practice CR

Sunday, April 12

7 a.m. Catholic Choir Rehearsal CR
8:15 a.m. Catholic Mass A

9a.m. Chapel Choir Rehearsal SEQ
10a.m.  Chapel Worship Service A
7 p.m. VAT Spring Show Reh. A
Monday, April 13

8:30 a.m. Jazzercizers A
9a.m. Game Day RED
9am. Chin. Club Morning Exercise P
9:45 a.m. Search the Scripture VC
10a.m. Art Open Studio AR
10a.m. EPC Sector Chief Meeting FC

10:30 a.m. VMA: Grief Support Group SEQ

1p.m. Arts & Crafts: Stitchery PR
2 p.m. Art Open Studio AR
2 p.m. VAT Spring Show Reh. A
3:30 p.m. Earth Day Celebration -

Beer Tasting CH
4 p.m. Jewish Com. Board Mtg. MC
5 p.m. VMS Dancer Group 1 A
7 p.m. Bridge Duplicate RED
Tuesday, April 14
8:30 a.m. Tai Chi P
9a.m. Game Day RED
9a.m. Men’s Evergreen Invit. Mtg MC
9am. Art Class Acrylic/Oil AR
10:30 a.m. Aqua Aerobics—Beginner FHP
11:30 a.m. LSAL Fitness A

11:45 a.m. Aqua Aerobics—Advance FHP

1p.m. Study Group: News Reals SEQ
1p.m. Bocce Board Meeting PR
1:30 p.m. Art Journaling Class AR
2 p.m. VAT Spring Show Reh. VC
2 p.m. Crafter’s Club Meeting FC
2 p.m. VMS Piano Open Studio Mtg. A
3 p.m. Study Group: Hist. of Israel CR
3 p.m. Club Villages Golf Meeting MC
3:30 p.m. VMS Voices Board Meeting PR
5 p.m. VMS: Board Meeting PR
6 p.m. Tennis Club Board Meeting F
7 p.m. Amateur Radio Club Mtg. MC
7 p.m VMS Concert Band A

Wednesday, April 15

8:30 a.m. Jazzercizers

9a.m. Game Day RED
9am. Chin. Club Morning Exercise P
9:30 a.m. Watercolor Art Class AR
10a.m. Computer Literacy Tutoring F
2 p.m. Art Open Studio AR
2 p.m. VAT Spring Show Reh. VC
2 p.m. Leadership Dev. Comm. CR
3 p.m. Villages Mac Users Grp  SEQ
3:30 p.m. Study Group Club: Sports PR
5p.m. Valle Vista Social Events FC
5:30 p.m. VMA: Bingo & Dinner CH
5:30 p.m. VMS: Dancers Group 2 A
6 p.m. VMS: Voices Rehearsal CR
6 p.m. Chinese Drag. Boat Practice MC

6 p.m. Mexican Train Dominoes SEQ
7 p.m. Bridge Duplicate RED
7 p.m. Study Group Club: Dancers VC
Thursday, April 16

8:30 a.m. Tai Chi P
9a.m. Game Day RED
9a.m. Study Grp: Line Dance A
9:30 a.m. Pastel/Drawing Art Class AR
10a.m. Line Dance Club CR

10:30 a.m. Aqua Aerobic—Beginner FHP
10:30 a.m. VMA: Caregiver Supp. Grp. PR
11:30 a.m. LSAL Fitness A
11:45 a.m. Aqua Aerobic—Advanced FHP

1p.m. Chapel Bible Study SEQ
1:30 p.m. VMS Opera Lovers MC
1:30 p.m. Ukulele Club Meeting VC
2 p.m. Art Open Studio AR
3p.m. Chapel Choir Rehearsal CR
4 p.m. Highland DAC Meeting FC
6 p.m. Democratic Club Meeting VC
7 p.m. VAT Spring Show Reh. A

Friday, April 17

8 a.m. Catholic Mass CR
8:30 a.m. Jazzercizers A
9a.m. Game Day RED
9a.m. Chinese Club Morn. Exercise P
10a.m.  Art Open Studio AR
10a.m. Quilters PR
10a.m. Line Dance Club Advanced A
12:30 p.m.ACBL Bridge Game RED
2 p.m. Art Open Studio AR
3 p.m. Bocce Club Bocce Bash  BC
3 p.m. VMS: Handbell Rehearsal PR
6:30 p.m. Chinese Club Line Dancing VC
6 p.m. Mexican Train Dominoes  MC
7 p.m. Jewish Friday Night Service FC

EVENT LOCATIONS

A Auditorium—Cribari

AR Art Room—Cribari
BC Bocce Courts

CER Ceramics— Cribari
CH Clubhouse

CR Conference Room—Cribari
F Forum Room—Ciribari
FC Foothill Center

FHP Foothill Pool

GP Gazebo

L Lobby—Cribari

MC Montgomery Center
P Patio—Cribari

PC Pickleball Courts

PR Patio Room—Cribari

RED Redwood Room—Cribari
SEQ Sequoia Room—Cribari

TR Terrace Room—Cribari

TS Tennis Stand

TTC Table Tennis Center—Mont.
VC Vineyard Center

VR Voyage Room—Mont.
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GOVERNANCE & MANAGEMENT
GOVERNANCE MEETINGS DAC MEETINGS

Association Cribari DAC

* The Villages Association Board of Directors Monthly Board hybrid meeting— Meeting Wednesdav. Aoril 29
open to all—is Tuesday, April 28 at 9:30 a.m. in Foothill Center and on Zoom. eetl g e_ e,s ay} g !
Meeting ID: 917 8108 3392; Passcode: 223468; Dial: 1-669-900-6833 at 7 p.m. in Cribari Conf. Room.
Club
* The Villages Golf & Country Club Capital Projects Review is Thursday, April 9, |  Highland DAC
at 1:30 p.m. in Cribari Auditorium

« The Villages Golf & Country Club Board of Directors regular hybrid meeting— Meeting Thursday, April 16 at
open to all—is Tuesday, April 28 at 1:30 p.m. in Foothill Center and on Zoom. 4 p.m. in Foothill Center.
\ Meeting ID: 961 5036 4740; Passcode: 260616; Dial: 1-669-900-6833 y

Capital Projects Plan Update — April 9 at 1:30 p.m., Cribari Auditorium

By Ryan Bell, AGM - Public Works

As part of the Capital Projects Plan (CPP), we continue to prioritize transparency, structure, and member input in how
projects move forward.

On November 5, the Club Board held a Project Request Open Meeting to review outstanding member requests. Several
projects advanced to feasibility or future planning, while others were not approved or placed on hold.

On March 31, we focused on Member Project Requests, including reviewing November submissions, current status,
and next steps, along with new requests entering the process.

All requests, whether asset-based, member submitted, or from clubs and organizations, are first reviewed to determine
if they are a project. If they are, they move through the same process: staff review, Board review, feasibility, and decision.

The Club Capital Projects Review will be held Thursday, April 9 at 1:30 p.m. in the Cribari Auditorium. Following this
review, projects will be finalized, aligned with the budget, and built into the CPP.

THE CLUBHOUSE

Weekly Specials ( Soup of
the Day

Breakfast Special:
Tuesday 4/14 to Sunday 4/19
Spring Breakfast Flatbread: Flatbread, sliced ham, asparagus, @
fried egg, mozzarella cheese $17 .
Monday, April 13
Lunch Specials: Spring Minestrone
Monday 4/13 to Sunday 4/19 — 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. .
Pesto Chicken Avocado Bacon Wrap: Grilled chicken breast, pesto aioli, Tuesday, April ..’4
avocado, bacon, cheddar cheese, lettuce, tortilla  $19 Greek Lemon Chicken
Chipotle Honey Salmon Bowl: Salmon fillet, chipotle mayo, avocado, Wednesday, April 15
cucumber, feta cheese, cilantro served with basmati rice $21 .
Split Pea
Dinner Specials: Thursday, April 16
Tuesday 4/14 to Sunday 4/19 — 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. Potato Leek
With Choice of Small House Salad or Small Caesar Salad . p
Beef Vindaloo: Angus beef, tomato, onion, yogurt with basmati rice $31 Friday, April 17
Creamy Chicken Garlic: Chicken breast, cream sauce, broccoli florets, Clam Chowder
butternut squash with mashed potatoes $29 Saturday, April 18
Dessert Specials: Chef's Choice
Raspberry Panna Cotta $9 Sunday, April 19
German Chocolate Cake $9 Chef’s Choice

CURBSIDE: Whole Rotisserie Chicken $15.99 Chili Beef

S Order by 1 p.m. for 5 p.m. Same Day Pickup ) \CUD: $6 Bowl: $9 )
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More CLUBHOUSE

MAY
SUNDAY 10

i -

DISPLAYS
Cheese board with gourmet crackers
Fruit platter, assorted wild berries & grapes
Assorted mini breakfast pastries, donuts

;ev

SEAFOOD STATION
Peel & eat shrimp, cocktail sauce, crab claws, oysters on a
half shell, mignonette sauce, mini Tabasco, lemons,
smoked salmon, whipped cream cheese, capers,
red onions, tomatoes, mini bagels

COOK TO ORDER OMELET STATION
Country potatoes, bacon, pork sausage, eggs any style,
bell peppers, mushrooms tomatoes, spinach, jalapenos,

roasted yukon potatoes, bacon bits, pork sausage,
chicken apple sausage, shredded cheddar & mozzarella

SALAD STATION
Early summer vegetable salad, Hawaiian macaroni salad
Clubhouse baby mix salad, Caesar salad

SMOTHER S DAY

10:30 AM
1:30 PM

ADULTS $75++ CHILDREN (5-12) $35++

CARVING STATION
Prime rib, horseradish cream, au jus
Maple glazed honey baked spiral ham
Assorted rolls & butter

ENTREES
Marsala chicken & wild mushrooms
Baked halibut with crispy herb panko &
chardonnay cream sauce
Baked rigatoni
Buttermilk whipped potatoes
Steamed seasonal vegetables

DESSERT

Lemon meringue, coconut cream pie, pecan pie, fruit tart
Assorted cakes, cupcakes, petit fours, macaroons,
mini cheesecakes, freshly baked cookies

Please RSVP by May 4, 2026

by calling our special events line 408-754-1337
or by emailing theclubhouse@the-villages.com

Clubhouse Special Offers
No corkage will be charged Wednesdays

=q B
& Thursdays—Dinner service only. o
Bring your favorite bottle of wine* and your friends any and every Wednesday
or Thursday at the Clubhouse and enjoy our no-corkage fee offer.
* No corkage will be charged with purchase from the Dinner Menu, Lighter
Side, and Entrée items. One-bottle limit per two guests. Standard sized bottles
only. This special offer is every Wednesday and Thursday.

Single Diners’ Night

Let’s dine together every Wednesday at 5 p.m.

Shared table. Every Wednesday at 5 p.m. when you come as a single
with your favorite bottle of wine and share your table with another
single dining member, the corkage fee is on the house!* Please see
restrictions below.

Free corkage will be applied with purchase from the Lighter Side and
Dinner Entrées from the Dinner Menu.

Please make reservations and note: “Single Diners’ Reservation”

Buy One Appetizer*, Get One Half-Off!
Appetizer Special 2 p.m. to 5 p.m. Monday to Friday
* Item must be of equal or lesser value.

Service charge and taxes still applied to all items.

For dine-in customers only.

555 Bistro Happy Hour,
2 p.m. to 5 p.m. Tuesday to Sunday,

All Day Monday 11 a.m. to 8 p.m. 555@

$5 House Cocktails, $5 House Wines, $5 Draft Beers 16 oz.
Price subject to service charge and tax

Afternoon Tea

Join us for an elegant affair filled with delightful
conversations, exquisite teas, and a delectable
assortment of sweet and savory treats.
Tuesdays & Wednesdays, 2 p.m. -4 p.m.

MENU
Tea & Accompaniments
English breakfast, Earl Grey, jasmine green,
chamomile, peppermint, half & half, lemon,
sugar cubes
First
Cucumber & herb cream cheese, smoked
salmon, dill & lemon butter, egg salad brioche
Second
Blueberry & cranberry scones,
Devonshire cream, strawberry preserves
Third
Lemon bars, mini profiteroles,
strawberry shortbread
$18.95 ++
Reservations Required
RSVP by Monday 12 p.m. (for Tuesday) &
Tuesday 12 p.m. (for Wednesday)

Call 408-223-4687 option (1)

or email theclubhouse@the-villages.com
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UPCOMING CLUBS & EVENTS

‘Splish Splash’ takes you to the air and to the sea—get tickets now

By Barbara F. Zahner

Daughter of an Iranian doctor and a French-Canadian mom raised in the Bronx, Margaret Oran-
di, Voices first soprano and soloist, grew up in Fergus Falls, MN. Surrounded in childhood by the
Otter Tail River and Hoot Lake, Margaret will leap into “Splish Splash” on April 30 at 7:30 p.m. and
May 3 at 2:30 p.m. in Cribari Auditorium. Tickets are $20 each and you can buy them online at
https://vigcc.com/splish-splash-tickets or by calling Roberta Wolfe at 408-685-3386. You can also
buy tickets in person on Wednesdays, April 8, 15, and 22 from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. at Foothill Center.

Diving into what she savors about “Splish Splash,” Margaret exclaimed, “This is a fun show! We
sing songs from our past and from our kids’ growing up.” Memories will flow and a sense of play
could bubble forth as you remember who you were and where you were when you first heard that
song—by a campfire? On the radio? Snuggling in the car with your sweetheart?

Accompanist Tammy Welsh echoed Margaret. “‘Splish Splash’ celebrates good times with
neighbors and friends. We offer songs through the generations.” Just like your lakeside cottage
welcomes the whole family, Splish-Splash will offer entertainment for all ages. Mr. Rogers, Bobby Darin, Jerome Kern, Amer-
ican folk songs —even music from Walt Disney’s “Pocahontas” —the Village Voices aim to lift all in soul-stirring, toe-tapping
harmony. Who can’t help grinning with the beleaguered bather in the title song “Splish Splash” who discovers that beyond
his sudsy hideaway “there’s a party goin’ on!”

Expect to party at intermission as you enjoy mouthwatering treats. Plus—themed drawing prizes call your name to buy
a chance. Maybe you’ll walk away with cash or an aquatic or intergalactic gift. Beyond the sky-blue expanse and deep-sea
sparkle, a sense of true-blue commitment to love, care for our earth, and choosing goodness despite struggle, emerges
in the spring show. In the song, “I Choose Love,” Margaret and tenor Michael Kretowicz move stony hearts to soften. The
lyrics lament, “In the midst of pain, /| choose love. / In the midst of pain, / sorrow falling like the rain, / And then celebrate:
“I await the sun again, / | choose love.” In some ways, the song mirrors Margaret’s life. From lyrical childhood, to achieving
world-wide success in singing, to experiencing deep struggle, to deciding to choose love—regardless of setbacks and

Margaret Orandi

suffering. Catch Margaret’s joy and the zest of The Voices at “Splish Splash.”
Remember—the ticket entitles you to 10% discount at the Clubhouse on the show date. Need a ride? Call VMA 408-

238-4230.

VMA Presents: First Aid Training

Many of us have children.
We’ve bandaged a skinned
knee or nursed a bloody nose.
Are you prepared for some of
life’s other emergencies like
someone choking or someone
with a broken arm? These are
real life emergencies that can
happen anywhere at any time.
Do you know what to do?

Peg Geringer will provide
her First Aid training on Mon-
day, April 20 at 1 p.m. in the Cribari Conference Room.
She has conducted many trainings here in The Villages,
including CPR, AED, and First Aid. In this first aid training,
she will focus on a broken arm, bleeding & bandaging,
and someone choking and/or not breathing. Please plan
to come learn from Peg on how to help with these emer-
gencies.

Peg Geringer is a former EMT and instructor. She
spent 41 years as a public school teacher, and has been
a member of the Red Cross for 53 years, serving on their
First Aid Services Team for 14 years. She has a wealth of
experience and knowledge. This is a training you won’t
want to miss!

Peg Geringer, Instructor

Explore the Alviso Slough—a new
local tours adventure!

The Local Tours
Study Group is plan-
ning another fascinat-
ing outing, and this
time we’re heading
to the beautiful wet-
lands of the Alviso
Slough on Saturday,
May 16 from 10 a.m.
to 1 p.m.

This special trip
will take us into the
heart of the South Bay’s tidal marshlands, where we will discover
the natural history of the wetlands and learn how our shoreline
has changed over time. We’ll explore the important role these
marshes play in protecting our community, especially as we
face the challenges of a changing climate.

Participants will travel through the peaceful marsh environ-
ment of Alviso Slough aboard a comfortable pontoon boat,
offering a close-up view of wildlife, waterways, and the unique
beauty of this protected area.

If this sounds like a trip you would enjoy, be sure to sign up
soon. For more information or to reserve a spot, contact Yvette
Katz at villagesstudygroups@gmail.com
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Come to Art in the Park—-a

celebration of local creativity!

On Saturday, April 18 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.,
join us for Art in the Park, a vibrant outdoor arts &
crafts sale featuring over 30
talented artisans at Gazebo

Park! Explore a stunning 0 «
variety of ceramics, paint- R “
ings, photography, jewelry, ‘A

and more, a" handcrafted The Villages Arts & Crafts Association
by local artists.

As you browse the park, enjoy the delicious
homemade treats for sale, including freshly baked
cookies, coffee, water, and popcorn—perfect for
a spring day in the park! Admission is free! Invite
your family and friends to join in the fun. Support
local artists, find one-of-a-kind treasures, and
soak up the creative atmosphere. Don’t miss this
opportunity to shop handmade and connect with
the creative community. For more information, visit
https://villagesartinthepark.com/

Bakers needed for Art in the Park

We need your homemade
cookies. Please donate two doz-
en homemade cookies for the
Villages Arts & Crafts fundraiser
cookie sale at Art in the Park. OK,
here’s the details: If you’re a baker, <
make your best cookies (not cupcakes, not brownies)
and bring them to the Terrace Room in Cribari on Fri-
day, April 17 between 2 p.m. to 5 p.m. We will package
them in cute cellophane bags and sell them at Art in the
Park on Saturday, April 18. The Villages Arts & Crafts
Association is a non-profit organization that supports
the arts in The Villages. Your cookies will help support
the free events hosted by the club. Please and thank
you in advance. For more information, contact Suzanne
Ferris at sferris@stanford.edu or visit our website,
https://villagesartinthepark.com/cookie-sale

Learn how to draw flowers wzth
Greg Cheung

Focus on flowers, in this new
three-day class with Greg Cheung
on Fridays, April 17, 24 and May
1 from 2 to 4 p.m.! Learn how to draw flowers by
focusing on shape, shade, line and light, using sim-
ple techniques to bring petals and leaves to life with
weekly demonstrations by Greg. Students should
complete a drawing of their own by the end of each
class. Drawing supplies will be provided.

Celebrate beautiful flowers and enjoy a relaxing and
creative class! The cost is $45 by check, addressed
to Greg Cheung, and bring to first class. Register by
emailing Pat Remington at plremingt@gmail.com or
texting 407-506-9219.

Come to Cat Club meeting I=10

Over 60 Cat Club members, including four new members, filled
the Vineyard Center in March to hear an entertaining presentation
from Heather Haven, our resident author.

A continuation of getting to know Cat Club members Donna
Quartaro shared about herself and her three-legged cats.

Be sure and mark your calendars for the next meeting on
Monday, April 27 at 2 p.m. in Vineyard Center. The Dancing Cats
cofounders Mary Rubin and Anne Chasson will be sharing The
Dancing Cats adoption foundation story. If you or somebody you
know has been thinking about adopting a cat, you won’t want to
miss this program. You don’t have to be a member to come and
hear this extraordinary opportunity that matches cats to new own-
ers. Also learn about new products that really make cat owners’
lives easier. Continue to bring your deck of cards if you haven’t
already brought one. Cards will be used for the October meeting.

Remember to bring something to leave at the “take
something, leave something” table. This is always free and
a fun way to try new products for your cats. It’s never
too early to sign up for the April 27 meeting by visiting
https://sites.google.com/view/villages-cat-club, emailing
villagescatclub5@gmail.com or texting Bette Loomis at 408-234-
9798.

Opera Lovers to present ‘La
Traviata’ on April 16

Please join The Villages Music Society’s Opera Lovers on
our usual third Thursday afternoon, April 16 at 2 p.m. in
Montgomery Center, when we will present Giuseppe Verdi’s
classic opera “La Traviata.”

This lavish period production of one of the world’s best-
loved operas was filmed live at the Los Angeles Opera,
conducted by James Conlon. The tragic love story of the
courtesan Violetta and her young admirer Alfredo Germont is
set to some of the most popular music in all opera, including
the irresistible Brindisi (drinking song) and Violetta’s thrilling
Act One finale “Sempre libera.”

The celebrated cast of soprano Renée Fleming, tenor
Rolando Villazén, and baritone Renato Bruson will leave us
all awestruck. The approximate running time is 2 hours and
20 minutes.

Please remember that, as the weather warms up and the air
conditioning kicks in, some parts of the room can feel chilly.
We recommend bringing a sweater or jacket.

If you need additional information, please call Mary
Stradner at 408-887-3293. We also recommend visiting
https://TheVillagesMusicSociety.org for information about
other musical events.

If you need a ride to any Villages Music Society event,
please contact Villages Medical Auxiliary at 408-238-4230 to
arrange your free transportation.

We look forward to seeing you on April 16!
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Learn about hiking VMA Presents: A Planned Death—
preparedness and first aid Another Option

If you have seen someone you love en-
dure alengthy, painful period prior to death,
you may have wondered if there was a way
to end the suffering. In some cases, there is.
Jim Van Buskirk volunteers with Final Exit
Network (FEN) and will present on this topic
on Wednesday, May 6 from 11:30 a.m. -
12:30 p.m. in the Cribari Conference Room.
FEN is a national organization that grew
out of the Hemlock Society which informs
and supports those who wish to hasten

As we enjoy the natural
wonders of our trails inside
The Villages, or take out-
side excursions we need to
be prepared for emergen-
cies—both in our training
and the supplies we car-
ry. Accompanying these
activities are the risks of
falls, sprains, strains, sore
knees and ankles, heat

Jim Van Buskirk

exhaustion, poison oak, Matt Kelly their own deaths. Only 14 jurisdictions cur-

ticks, animal encounters rently have Death with Dignity Acts—often

and medical emergencies. referred to as Medical Aid in Dying—and many people desiring a
The Villages Hiking Club’s April 27th meeting will planned death don’t meet states’ strict criteria. Learn about what

feature a presentation on preparedness, communi- FEN does and how it addresses the needs of potential clients who

cations and first aid related to hiking and walking by ~ areé not necessarily terminally ill. Various methods of termination

Matt Kelly, Vice President of Lionheart Safety, LLC. will be discussed, such as voluntary stopping eating and drinking,

tain, Hazardous Materials Specialist, EMT and Fire Jim Van Buskirk volunteers with Final Exit Network as a regional
Academy Liaison. He is also the son of Hiking Clup ~ coordinator counseling callers on end-of-life options, and review-
member Manoli Kelly. ing relevant books and films. The co-author of two books and the

The program will follow a short business meeting co-editor of two anthologies, Jim is a retired librarian working as
and a break for socializing with snacks and bever- @ book group facilitator, writer, editor, public speaker, exhibition

ages. The meeting will be held at Foothill Center on  curator, and collections manager.

Monday, April 27 at 7:30 p.m. The meeting is free Please reserve your spot now on the VMA website at
and all Villagers are welcome to attend. https://vmavillages.vgcc.clubregister-for-programs or call 408-
238-4029.

Sign up for Global Village Club Retreat on Joyful Living EEN

By Pradeep Sonawala

What helps create a joyful life? Good health, meaningful relationships, a sense of purpose — and, perhaps surprisingly,
a well-developed intellect.

On Friday, May 1, Global Club will host a retreat in Foothill Center from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. featuring Dr. Janki Santoke,
a respected teacher of “Vedanta,” a foundational philosophy of Ancient India, whose work brings wisdom into sharp, prac-
tical focus for modern life. We are immensely fortunate to have a scholar of this rare repository of knowledge discussing,
to help us discover who we are.

Residents and guests are welcome. There is no fee. This is a potluck lunch event so
you must register in advance online at https://sites.google.com/view/gvcclub/RETREAT or
email ws.gvclub@gmail.com.

The retreat will explore a subject that is often overlooked in the search for happiness and
inner peace: the intellect. Not the dry, dusty kind that frightens people away from philoso-
phy, but the living, practical kind that helps us think clearly, act wisely, and navigate life with
greater balance and purpose. Come with open ears and leave with being empowered and
able to live with clarity, balance, and joy

Through both theory and practical application, attendees will learn how the intellect can be
strengthened and used to cultivate: understanding of cause of unhappiness; greater peace
of mind; better judgment and performance; and a deeper sense of purpose.

In other words, this is not a day for sitting cross-legged and trying to levitate. It is an I
opportunity to gain tools for everyday living—thoughtful, grounded, and genuinely useful. ~ Dr. Janki Santoke

Dr. Janki Santoke has devoted more than 30 years to the study, research, and teaching
of Vedanta, with special emphasis on its practical application in contemporary life. She completed a rigorous three-year
residential course at Swami Parthasarathy’s Vedanta Academy and has since lectured, written, and led training programs
for a wide range of audiences and organizations. Dr. Janki aims for a clear, rational, and practical approach. She presents
Vedanta not as something distant or abstract, but as a powerful guide for living with clarity, balance, and joy in the real world.
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featuring artist May Shei

By Michael Sunzeri

Watercolor on rice paper by world re-
nowned artist May Shei will be presented on
Monday, May 4 at 1:45 p.m. in the Cribari
Conference room. May Shei grew up in Taiwan
surrounded by art and the influence of the
Hakka Culture. She received her formal and
contemporary training as an

and minoring in both commercial art design
and traditional Chinese painting in various
mediums. Later she worked as a professional
commercial artist and graphic designer. She
entered many art competitions receiving
numerous awards leading to an extraordi-
narily successful career as an internationally
award-winning and exhibiting fine artist for
her beautiful paintings.

Later May Shei moved to Cupertino with
her husband continuing her extraordinary
painting, art instruction, and lecturing in
Contemporary Chinese painting. May Shei
to this day, honors many Living Master artists
and teachers from Asia in traditions often for-
gotten by contemporary artists so that 5000
years of history is not forgotten.

Her paintings and calligraphy classes both
online and in-person at the Pacific Art League
in Palo Alto are always well attended and she
is in constant demand to teach. May Shei
is also engaged in community involvement,
cultural groups, and organizations throughout
the Greater Bay Area’s art and has served on
the Boards of the San Francisco Chinese Art
Association.

In 2019 May Shei established the “Con-
temporary Art Association in the USA” and
currently serves in the role as president. In
this role she promotes contemporary art to a
global community traveling overseas to Paris,
Hong Kong, Taiwan, China, and Japan. As an
artist, May Shei’s artwork has been recog-
nized, honored, and awarded with numerous
exhibitions both nationally and internationally.
Steeped in the traditions of great cultures in
art May Shei has become both a Master Artist,
and a Master Teacher. Do not miss this demo.

(See Arts and Crafts demo )

- J

EVF’s Shredding Event is April 25

Tax season tends to leave behind stacks of
paperwork that are no longer needed but still need
to be disposed of securely. To help with that, the
Evergreen Villages Foundation (EVF) is hosting its
annual document shredding event on Saturday,
April 25 from 9 a.m. to 11:15 a.m. in the Cribari East
parking lot. The timing is perfect, coming just after
the tax filing deadline. One of the big advantages
of the EVF shredding event is peace of mind. A professional shredding
truck will be on site, securely destroying documents live during the event.

The donation is $10 per box or bag, about 20 pounds, payable at the
event by cash or check only. Please make checks payable to EVF. To keep
things running smoothly, remember to remove colored paper, folders,
and other heavy materials before bringing your documents.

Events like this help fund the important work of the Evergreen Villages
Foundation. To learn more about EVF, visit evfsj.org.

Celebrate Earth Day with Mother
Nature tree painting

Create a grounding, nature-in-
spired painting featuring a beautiful
tree symbolizing Mother Earth.
Through earthy tones, flowing
branches, and rooted connection,
this class invites you to slow down,
connect with nature, and express the
strength and wisdom of the natural
world.

Join Nicole Alexander to cele-
brate Earth Day with this inspiring
acrylic painting class on Tuesday, April 21 from 5 to 7 p.m., great for
beginners as well as experienced artists.

All supplies provided. The cost is $45, payable by check to Nicole
Alexander; you can bring the check to class. Register by emailing Pat
Remington at plremingt@gmail.com or texting 407-506-9219.
Let’s talk baseball—and more!

- Join a brand-new discussion group for sports fans of

W all kinds, sponsored by the Study Groups Club! While

‘ baseball will take center stage, we’ll also dive into a
w wide range of sports topics. Each session can cover:

* Sports history and memorable moments

» Current events and hot topics

« Standout players and fan favorites

* Open discussions driven by your interests

This is arelaxed, engaging space where participants are encouraged
to suggest topics, share insights, and keep the conversation fun and
lively.

We meet monthly on the third ol g
Wednesday of each month | Cjassified Ads coming
from 3 to 5 p.m. in the Cribari | 544 1o The Villager Mini!
Patio Room. Interested in join-
ing? Email George Schiffner at To place an ad,
nygiants51@outlook.com. Come please contact us at:
talk sports, share your knowledge, | 2advertising@the-villages.com
and connect with fellow fans! 31 408-223-4657 |-|:T




