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VACA to honor Barbara Gottesman with plaque in Art Room
By Claudia Welch

The Villages Arts and Crafts Association (VACA) is celebrating Barbara Gottesman, one of its 
most dedicated and long-time volunteers. Her service will be honored with a plaque of appreciation, 
mounted in the Art Room. There will be a little dedication ceremony on Friday, August 7 between 
12 and 2 p.m. with refreshments or stop by the Art Room during Open Studio times to see the new 
plaque dedicated to Barbara. 

Her interest in The Villages was, as with many who were retiring at the turn of the century, looking 
for a “green community,” one with art activity. After viewing the Art Room, which was then like a 
locker room, Barbara decided that The Villages would become her place. Following retirement from 
her position as Chair of the Leadership Department at SJSU, she began her 21 years of service as 
VACA Secretary, Vice President, and as President for eight years.

Barbara continued actively with the Advisory Board, chairing both Art in the Park and Holiday Faire. She created the 
successful Sidewalk Art Sale, the Home Studio Art Tour and the New Members’ Reception. Barbara also created VACA’s 
first website to display members’ art and announce upcoming classes. In 2010, she and Diane Dathe designed and ren-
ovated the Art Room, which became a showcase for members’ art. It was also a calm place for them to work on their art 
and take classes and workshops. 

Barbara created and managed the art club cookbook, The Art of Assemblage, which the club sold for $10 each at Holiday 
Faire and contributed all the profits to VMA.

When that project was completed, Barbara became Coordinator of Art Classes. There, she scheduled hundreds of classes 
(yes, we counted them!) with talented instructors who were famous local artists, many of them were Villagers. During Covid, 
she initiated a monthly online Art Challenge to keep member artists at work.

Twenty-plus years of managing and administrating VACA did not impede Barbara’s art. Through the years she created 
over 300 paintings and experimented with new art forms such as yupo and gouache. Over time she was awarded 16 blue 
ribbons from VACA and East Valley Artists. She also participated in many Silicon Valley art exhibits. One of her paintings 
was exhibited at the San Jose Art Museum and several hang in private collections in England, Montreal, Cincinnati, Rhode 
Island, and North Carolina.

She joined Claudia Welch in co-writing Art in Retirement, a book of art and interviews with retirees who found and em-
braced art after they came to The Villages.

Come to Bluegrass Music Club jam on Sunday
By Alan Rich, Bluegrass Music Club President

The Bluegrass Music Club will be holding its next 
jam on Sunday, August 2 from 2 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
at Foothill Center. 

All Villagers and their guests are invited to attend. 
This is a free event! The jam will be hosted by the 
Scotch Creek Band, a Villages-based bluegrass band.

We will be playing bluegrass, gospel, and vintage 
country music. You are invited to bring your acoustic 
instruments (no electrics please) to play along with 

the band, sing, or just sit back and enjoy an afternoon of music. 
We will have seating for 90+ people. For everyone’s safety, please don’t arrive 

before 1:15 p.m. as we will be setting up sound equipment. 
A few weeks before the jam, I will be sending out a list of songs we 

plan to play and a link to the lyrics and chords. This will be sent to peo-
ple on my mailing list. If you would like to be on the list, please email  
alanrichgis@gmail.com and I’ll send you the requirements. 

I hope you can join us for the jam. It’s always a good time. I hope to see you there.

Join VMA for 
Afternoon Bingo 

It’s time to get out of the 
house and join us for VMA After-
noon Bingo on Wednesday, Au-
gust 5 in the Cribari Auditorium. 

Doors open at 3 p.m. and 
games begin at 3:30 p.m. Cards 
are only $1 each. No need to 
sign up! Just come in. Bingo 
King Mike Ramer always adds 
excitement to the games. All 
money collected is distributed 
as prizes. Coffee, tea and cook-
ies are provided. So bring your 
good luck and come join us for 
a fun-filled afternoon of bingo!
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

A	 Auditorium—Cribari
AR	 Art Room—Cribari
BC 	 Bocce Courts
CER 	 Ceramics—Cribari
CH  	 Clubhouse
CR  	 Conference Room—Cribari
F     	 Forum Room—Cribari
FC  	 Foothill Center
FHP	 Foothill Pool
GP  	 Gazebo
L     	 Lobby—Cribari
MC  	 Montgomery Center 
P      	 Patio—Cribari
PC	 Pickleball Courts 
PR	 Patio Room—Cribari
RED	 Redwood Room—Cribari
SEQ	 Sequoia Room—Cribari
TR	 Terrace Room—Cribari 
TS	 Tennis Stand 
TTC	 Table Tennis Center—Mont. 
VC	 Vineyard Center
VR   	 Voyage Room—Mont. 

EVENT LOCATIONS

Wednesday, July 29
8:30 a.m.	 Jazzercizers                         A
9 a.m.	 Chinese Morning Exercise  P
9 a.m.	 Game Day                      RED
10 a.m.	 Yoga                                     A
11:15 a.m.	 QiGong                                 A
1 p.m.	 Tech Committee Meeting    F
3 p.m.	 GM’s Fireside chat           CH
5:30 p.m.	 VMS: Dancers Group 2       A
6 p.m.	 Mexican Train Dominoes   MC
7 p.m.	 Bridge Duplicate             RED
7 p.m.	 Sunshine Dancers             VC

Thursday, July 30
8:30 a.m.	 Tai Chi                                  A
9 a.m.	 Game Day                      RED
10 a.m.	 Line Dance Club               CR
11:30 a.m.	 LSAL Fitness                       A
12:30 p.m.	 18 Hole Ladies Lunch      CH
12:30 p.m.	 Chapel Bible Study        SEQ
1:30 p.m.	 Ukulele Club Meeting       VC
2 p.m.	 Global Vill: Healing Room  FC
3 p.m.	 Chapel Choir Rehearsal   CR

Friday, July 31
8:30 a.m.	 Jazzercizers                         A
9 a.m.	 Chinese Morning Exercise     P
9 a.m.	 Game Day                      RED
10 a.m.	 Quilters                              PR
12:30 p.m.	 ACBL Bridge Game       RED
3 p.m.	 Bocce Club Bocce Bash   BC
4:30 p.m.	 VMA: Support Group     SEQ
5 p.m.	 Women's Twilight Dinner  CH
6 p.m.	 Mexican Train Dominoes   MC
6:30 p.m.	 Chinese Line Dancing      VC

Saturday, August 1
8:30 a.m.	 Tai Chi                                  A
10 a.m.	 Quilters                              PR
10 a.m.	 Ukulele Club Sing-along  SEQ
6 p.m.	 Korean Club: Bible Study   VR

Sunday, August 2
7 a.m.	 Catholic Choir Rehearsal  CR
7 a.m.	 Catholic Mass                      A
9 a.m.	 Chapel Choir Rehearsal   SEQ
10 a.m.	 Chapel Worship Service      A
11:30 a.m.	 Bluegrass Music Club       FC
12 p.m.	 Table Tennis Barbecue     GP
5:30 p.m.	 Fairweather Golfers Dinner  CH
7 p.m.	 VAT Auditions                       A

Monday, August 3
8:30 a.m.	 Jazzercizers                         A
9 a.m.	 Chinese Morning Exercise    P
9 a.m.	 Game Day                      RED
10 a.m.	 EPC Directors’ Meeting    PR
10 a.m.	 Montgomery DAC            MC
1 p.m.	 VAT Scenes                         A
4 p.m.	 Olivas DAC Meeting         FC
4 p.m.	 Verano DAC Meeting       VC
5 p.m.	 VMS Dancer Group 1          A
6 p.m.	 Korean Singing Group     MC
7 p.m.	 Bridge Duplicate             RED

Tuesday, August 4
8:30 a.m.	 Men's Golf Exec. Meeting  MC
8:30 a.m.	 Tai Chi                                  A
9 a.m.	 Game Day                      RED
10 a.m.	 Men's Fun Club Lunch     CH
11 a.m.	 9-H Women's Meeting      FC
11:30 a.m.	 LSAL Fitness                       A
12 p.m.	 Comcast Appointments    PR
1:30 p.m.	 Stdy Grp: Flower Arranging CR
2 p.m.	 Piano Open Studio Mtg.      A
2 p.m.	 Veterans Club Meeting    FC
3:30 p.m.	 Catholic Parish Council    MC
5 p.m.	 Democratic Club Meeting   VC
5 p.m.	 Olivas Social Events        GP
6 p.m.	 Dance Leadership Meeting    F
7 p.m.	 Concert Band Rehearsal     A

Wednesday, August 5
8:30 a.m.	 Jazzercizers                         A
9 a.m.	 Chinese Morning Exercise    P
9 a.m.	 Game Day                      RED
9:15 a.m.	 Beauty and the Beast Musical	
                             Cribari East Parking Lot
10 a.m.	 Yoga                                     A
11:15 a.m.	 QiGong                                 A
11:30 a.m.	 Dippy Dolphins Meeting   MC
1 p.m.	 Study Grp: Stitch & Share SEQ
3 p.m.	 Tech Committee Meeting    F
3 p.m.	 VMA: Bingo                          A
6 p.m.	 Del Lago DAC Meeting     FC
6 p.m.	 Mexican Train Dominoes   MC
6:15 p.m.	 Village Dancers Rehearsal CH
6:30 p.m.	 Global Village                     CR
7 p.m.	 Bridge Duplicate             RED
7 p.m.	 Sunshine Dancers             VC

Thursday, August 6
8:30 a.m.	 Tai Chi                                  P
9 a.m.	 Association AC Meeting   MC
9 a.m.	 Game Day                      RED
9 a.m.	 Stdy Grp. Line Dance          A
10 a.m.	 Line Dance Club               FC
11 a.m.	 VMA: Supporting Indep.    CR
11:30 a.m.	 LSAL Fitness                       A
12:30 p.m.	 Women's 18 Hole Lunch    CH
12:30 p.m.	Chapel Bible Study        SEQ
1:30 p.m.	 Ukulele Club Meeting       VC
3 p.m.	 Homeowner’s AC Meeting MC
4 p.m.	 Italian Club Brd Meeting   PR

Friday, August 7
8 a.m.	 Catholic Mass                   CR
8:30 a.m.	 Jazzercizers                         A   
9 a.m.	 Chinese Morning Exercise     P
9 a.m.	 Game Day                      RED
10 a.m.	 CBOD Rules Committee  VR
10 a.m.	 Line Dance—Advanced      A
10 a.m.	 Quilters                              PR
11 a.m.	 Democratic Club Meeting      F
12:30 p.m.	 ACBL Bridge Game       RED
3 p.m.	 Bocce Club Bocce Bash   BC
3 p.m.	 Handbell Rehearsal          CR
4:30 p.m.	 VMA: Support Group     SEQ
6 p.m.	 Legacy Christian School   CH
6 p.m.	 Mexican Train Dominoes   MC
6:30 p.m.	 Chinese Line Dancing      VC
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Weekly Specials

THE CLUBHOUSE

Breakfast Special:
Tuesday, 8/4 to Sunday 8/9

Acai and Mixed Berry Parfait: Acai, granola, Greek yogurt, mixed berries, honey, banana, 
coconut milk, chia seeds. $13

Lunch Specials: 
Monday 8/3 to Sunday 8/9 — 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Goat Cheese, Fig, and Prosciutto Flatbread: Fresh figs, prosciutto, chevre, arugula, 
balsamic glaze. Served with fries or salad. $18

Watermelon and Heirloom Tomato Salad: Red onion, mint, English cucumber, whipped 
feta, pickled watermelon rind, toasted pumpkin seed, raspberry dressing. $17

Dinner Specials: 
Tuesday, 8/4 to Sunday 8/9— 5 p.m. to 8 p.m.

With Choice of Small House Salad or Small Caesar Salad
Roasted Half Rack of Lamb: Served with rosemary lamb jus and choice of two sides. $38
Italian Sausage and Baby Kale Fusilli: Fusilli pasta, crumbled Italian sausage, kale, white 

wine, roasted peppers, parmesan. Served with garlic bread. $26

Dessert Special: Chocolate Brownie a la Mode with Vanilla Ice Cream. $10

CURBSIDE: Whole Rotisserie Chicken $15.99
Order by 1 p.m. for 5 p.m. Same Day Pickup

Soup of 
the Day

Monday, August 3
White Bean and Kale
Tuesday, August 4
Avgolemono
Wednesday, 
August 5
English Pea Soup
Thursday, August 6
Chicken Noodle
Friday, August 7
Clam Chowder
Saturday, August 8
Chef’s Choice
Sunday, August 9
Chef’s Choice
Chili Beef
Cup: $6    Bowl: $9

GOVERNANCE & MANAGEMENT
DAC MEETINGSGOVERNANCE

Club Committee Orientation
• The Committee Orientation is Monday, 
August 10, at 10 a.m. in the Vineyard 
Center.

Board Meetings
Association
• The Villages Association Board of Directors 
Monthly Board hybrid meeting—open to 
all—is Tuesday, August 25 at 9:30 a.m. in 
Foothill Center and on Zoom 
	  Meeting ID: 917 8108 3392; Passcode: 
223468; Dial: 1-669-900-6833
Club
• The Villages Golf & Country Club Board 
of Directors regular hybrid meeting—open 
to all—is Tuesday, August 25 at 1:30 p.m. 
in Foothill Center and on Zoom 
	 Meeting ID: 961 5036 4740; Passcode: 
260616; Dial: 1-669-900-6833

Montgomery DAC to meet August 3
The Montgomery DAC will meet Monday, August 3 at 10 a.m. in 
Montgomery Center.

Olivas DAC to meet August 3
The Olivas DAC will meet Monday, August 3 at 4 p.m. in the Foothill 
Center.

Verano DAC to meet August 3
The Verano DAC will meet Monday, August 3 at 4 p.m. in Vineyard 
Center.

Del Lago DAC to meet August 5
The Del Lago DAC will meet Wednesday, August 5 at 6 p.m. in Foothill 
Center.

Heights DAC to meet August 10
The Heights DAC will meet Monday, August 10 at 6 p.m. in Montgomery 
Center.

Hermosa DAC to meet August 27
The Hermosa DAC will meet Thursday, August 27 at 3 p.m. in Foothill 
Center.



Page 4  July 29, 2026

UPCOMING CLUBS & EVENTS

Villages Men’s Club to present ‘How to 
Think about Data Centers’

On Tuesday, August 4, the Villages Men’s Club 
luncheon speaker will be our own club member, 
Phil Bookman, who will give us his perspective on 
“How to Think About Data Centers.” Phil’s career as 
a software entrepreneur spans the digital computer 
era from the early mainframe data centers to today’s 
powerful racks of specialized microprocessors driv-
ing artificial intelligence.   

 Social Club members should make lunch reser-
vations at least a week in advance on the computer 
website referenced in the Social Club newsletter. Non-member guests are 
invited to attend and should arrive at the Clubhouse by 12:15 p.m.

 The presentation will explore how data centers have evolved from be-
hind-the-scenes computer facilities into critical infrastructure supporting the 
digital services we use every day. He will discuss why demand is growing 
so rapidly, how artificial intelligence is changing the scale of computing, 
and the important questions surrounding energy, water technology, and 
community impact.

Rather than focusing on whether data centers are simply “good” or “bad,” 
Phil will examine the choices involved in building the infrastructure needed 
for the next generation of computing. His goal is to help us better under-
stand the opportunities, challenges, and tradeoffs shaping this important 
part of our future.

 Phil grew up in Seaford, New York, where he met and married his high 
school sweetheart, Lois. He has degrees from Rensselaer Polytechnic 
Institute, Adelphi University, and Santa Clara University. In addition to his 
high-tech career, Phil is the author of over 20 mystery novels which are 
available in the Villages Library. 

We are excited Phil will talk about AI and encourage you to attend.

Phil Bookman

VMA Presents: Supporting Independence 
in Loved Ones with Alzheimer’s

Most people living with dementia want to 
remain independent for as long as possible. It’s 
important for family caregivers to learn how to 
provide the right amount of support to balance 
independence, safety, and self-esteem. 

Please join Charlie Niemeyer on Thursday, 
August 6 from 11 a.m. to noon in the Cribari 
Conference Room as she discusses how family 
and friends can help their loved ones engage in 
meaningful activities. Learn how to provide the 
right amount and kind of support at the right times 
to help loved ones with dementia do as much as 

they can for themselves. 
Charlie studied social welfare at UT Austin and continued her studies 

in Social Science and Gerontology at San Jose State University. Most of 
her 25-year career was spent in Adult Day Programs and residential care. 
Charlie retired nine years ago after 12 years as the Director of Live Oak Adult 
Care Center in Cupertino. She has facilitated a caregiver support group for 
the Alzheimer’s Association for 20 years and continues to volunteer for the 
Alzheimer’s Association.

Please reserve your spot now online at https://vmavillages.vgcc.club/
register-for-programs or at 408-238-4029.

Charlie Niemeyer

Learn the ukulele!
Always wanted to play a musical in-

strument? The Ukulele Club is sponsor-
ing a free beginning ukulele class starting 
Thursday, August 6. The class will meet 
once a week from 12:15 to 1:15 p.m. at 
Vineyard Center.

Register with Mary Ferris by emailing  
mcferris@yahoo.com or texting 714-
458-0326. A couple of loaner ukuleles 
are available.

Paint Pastels with Terri
Take your paintings to the next level. 

Join eminent Pastelist Terri Ford for a four-
day class and 
learn how she 
c re a t e s  h e r 
award-winning 
pastel paint-
ings. Get your 
painting off to 
a strong start, 
as Terri demon-
strates a highly versatile technique that can 
easily enhance your own painting style. Terri 
will also stress color temperature and the 
importance and power of “mark making.” 
Come and experiment using rich color and 
be inspired!

The class will be held Tuesdays and 
Thursdays, August 18, 20, 25, 27 from 1 to 
3:30 p.m.

Supply list: 
- Bring a photo reference, and iPad or other 

tablet if you have one. 
- Bring your own selection of pastels. Terri 

will also bring extras for your use too.
- Paper – Terri uses UArt 400 but feel free 

to use any other paper that will accept a wet 
application. Recommended sizes - 8x10, 
9x12, 11x14”. Bring a piece of paper for each 
day—four sheets total.

- Brushes - Terri uses old stiff bristle brush-
es 8-12 Round, Flats, or Filberts.

- Shallow dish - Noosa yogurt containers 
are perfect.

The cost is $75 for members, $85 for 
non-members. Please pay by check addressed 
to Terri Ford and bring it to the first session. 
To sign up for the class, register at village-
sartsandcrafts.com. Any questions, contact 
Pat Remington at plremingt@gmail.com
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Discover the art next door!
The free Home Studio Art 

Tour is Saturday, August 15 
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Here’s how it works: 
Download a map from our 
website, villagesartsand-
crafts.com or pick up a free 
map the morning of the event 
in the Patio Room or the 
Ceramics Room in Cribari Center. The map will include 
each artist’s name, studio address, and a brief descrip-
tion of what they’ll be showcasing. Then, set your own 
pace—visit one studio or try to see them all!

This is a free event and open to all Villagers and their 
guests. Whether you’re an art lover, a curious neighbor, 
or just looking for a fun way to spend the day shopping, 
we invite you to come out and support the arts in our 
own backyard.

We can’t wait to see you there! Any questions? Email 
dianefinley1@gmail.com

August Dance Theme: Feel the 
Rhythm of the World!

Let’s turn up the ener-
gy! The Village Dancers’ 
August dance theme is 
Latin with African influenc-
es! This month we will be 
dancing to Shakira’s in-
fectious hit “Dai Dai”—the 

song she and Burna Boy performed during the FIFA World Cup 
halftime show, a high energy celebration of music, movement 
and cultures from around the globe.

Inspired by the excitement and international spirit of the World 
Cup, our choreography blends vibrant Latin rhythms with Afri-
can-inspired movements to create a fun dynamic routine that is 
sure to be fun. This dance is all about celebrating unity and joy 
with the universal language of dance. 

Join us on Mondays at 5:30 p.m. beginning August 3 in the 
Cribari Auditorium. (For August 10 only, we will meet in Foothill.) 
We will learn the choreography, enjoy time with neighbors and 
keep dancing all summer long. 

Each month brings a new dance theme with loads of fun. 
We even have performance opportunities. Contact Bernice Toy, 
Artistic Director and Choreographer. She can be reached at vms.
dancers@gmail.com. For more information please see the Villages 
Music Society website: https://villagesmusicsociety.org/about-
us-3 The Village Dancers charge an annual $25 membership fee. 
While the weekly session is free; donations are welcome. 

Create Birthday-themed paper crafts
Join Elizabeth and Debbie to create four birthday 

themed items—a banner, a cake topper, a card and a 
small gift bag or card holder. Bring 
a pair of scissors if you can but all 
other materials will be provided. 
No experience needed; just come 
and have fun! This class will be 
held Friday, August 7 from 3 to 5 
p.m. The cost is $30 for members, 
$40 for non-members. To register 

online, go to villagesartsandcrafts.com and click on “Up-
coming Classes.” Any questions, contact Pat Remington at  
plremingt@gmail.com

Don’t miss ‘BodyTalk’ 
presentation this Thursday
By Pradeep Sonawala

The Global Village Club invites you to learn about an 
alternate form of healing, “Body Talks Mind Listens” on 
Thursday, July 30 in Foothill Center from 2 to 4 p.m. 

We learned in the June meeting how BodyTalk clears 
the story behind our symptoms and how the presenter 
tunes in with her structured intuition into a person even 
remotely. On July 30, she will conduct a group BodyTalk 
healing session based on your issues and intentions. 
You can share your issues with her directly by emailing 
her at newindu@gmail.com. Please limit it to one or two 
issues only. 

There is no fee and all are welcome. Don’t miss this 
exploration opportunity you will be glad that you explored 
it. We will appreciate if you register for this event on our 
website, https://sites.google.com/view/gvcclub/body-
talk or by emailing globalvcclub@gmail.com.

Audition for Villages Amateur 
Theater’s ‘Arsenic and Old Lace’

The Villages Amateur Theater (VAT) fall 2026 production will be 
“Arsenic and Old Lace,” the beloved 
dark comedy by Joseph Kesselring. 

Auditions are open to all Villages 
residents and will be held on the 
following dates, all at 7 p.m. in the 
Cribari Auditorium: Sundays, August 
2 and 9, Monday, August 10, and 
Tuesday, August 11.

The production features 14 roles—
men and women—including several 
roles open to any gender. You may 
attend multiple dates. Rehearsals 
run August through October, with performances on October 23, 
24 and 25.

This classic American farce is one of Broadway’s most cele-
brated comedies. The story follows two sweet, charming elderly 
sisters who quietly poison their houseguests—and the chaos that 
ensues when their nephew finds out. When the play opened at 
the Fulton Theatre in 1941, it featured horror legend Boris Karloff 
as the villainous Jonathan Brewster and ran for an extraordinary 
1,444 performances. The play was later immortalized on film by 
director Frank Capra with Cary Grant in the lead.

Just show up! No appointment necessary. For questions, 
contact Director Ken Mallon at kpmallon@yahoo.com.
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VMA Presents: Extend Your Years 
of Safe Driving & Independence

Register today for AARP Driver Safety Class, Parts One 
and Two, to be held Monday and Tuesday, August 24 and 
25 in the Sequoia Room from 9:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. This is 
a two-day class. The 
classes will:

1. Refresh your driv-
ing skills and knowl-
edge

2. Update you on 
advances in roadway 
technology, state laws, 
and changes (think 
roundabouts and changing screens on your dashboard)

3. Teach you how to navigate challenging driving condi-
tions, such as potholes, rain, mountains, and extreme heat

4. Gain insight into how age-related changes in hearing, 
eyesight, memory, and reaction time affect your driving

5. Offer alternative ideas to you driving yourself and how 
to use apps like Lyft and Uber.

Irv Kaplan, AARP volunteer and Sonata Village resident, will 
teach this popular class. By completing the class, you may 
be eligible to reduce your auto insurance premium. Moreover, 
you may remove your fear of losing your driver’s license and 
decreasing your independence. The cost for Driver Safety 
Class is $25. AARP Members receive a $5 discount. Pay by 
check, made out to AARP, at the door. Cash is also accepted 
but checks are preferred. No credit cards.

Irv’s “Driver Safety Renewal Class” fills up almost as soon 
as VMA announces it, so register right away. Class is limited 
to 25. Register at https://vmavillages.vgcc.club/register-for- 
programs or by calling Bonnie Grim at 408-238-4029. 

Global Village: ‘Meaning and the 
Journey’—a mindfulness class
By Darrel Kelly

What gives a life meaning? Is it the destination, the plan, 
the achievement, or the small steps we take along the way?

For Global Village Club’s August 5th mindfulness class, 
we will use the theme, “Meaning and the Journey,” inspired 
by the writings of Paulo Coelho, author of “The Alchemist.” 
Coelho’s work often reminds us that people do not always 
discover meaning by standing still and thinking harder. Some-
times meaning appears while we are walking, wondering, 
making mistakes, changing direction, and paying attention.

This class will not be a literary lecture or a heavy phil-
osophical discussion. It will be a practical and reflective 
session for everyday life in The Villages. We will look at how 
mindfulness can help us notice where we are, what we value, 
and what we may be carrying that no longer serves us.

The journey may be retirement, a new chapter, a friend-
ship, a loss, a creative project, a health change, or simply the 
quiet work of learning to live with more awareness. Coelho’s 
stories give us a gentle doorway into asking useful questions: 
What am I still seeking? What have I already found? What 
signs do I miss when I am rushing?

Join us in the Cribari Center Conference Room between 
7 and 8:30 p.m. on Wednesday, August 5, for a thoughtful 
and enjoyable class on finding meaning not just at the end of 
the road, but in the steps we take today. No prior reading is 
required. Bring curiosity, an open mind, and perhaps a sense 
of adventure. Come prepared to pause, reflect, and see your 
own journey with fresh eyes and a little humor along the way 
among neighbors here in our community.

This event is open to all Villagers.

Sign up now for the Cake Party! 
It’s not too early to start planning for The Villages and the 

Friends of San Jose State University club’s Cake Party on Sat-
urday, September 19 from 1 to 3 p.m. in Cribari Auditorium.

Signups for all participants will be held in Building D with 
Dean Rodriguez. Dean can also be reached at 408-274-4400 
ext. 5249. To reserve your spot, please sign up before Sep-
tember 10. Event guidelines can be found when you register 
in Building D. They include:

- All cakes must be on a cardboard base for cutting support.
- Recipes are encouraged for all cakes, but recipes are 

required for special-diet cakes (gluten-free, nut-free, etc.)
- Bring cakes to the auditorium from 12:30 to 1 p.m. on 

September 19.
- Bring your own cake cutter.
- Water, napkins, forks and pizza (type) boxes will be 

provided.
- Stay afterward to help with cleanup if you can. 
Villagers and Villages employees are encouraged to at-

tend! It’s a great opportunity to get to know each other in a 
delicious setting.

Note: No outside guests will be allowed to participate. 
Employee, spouses, and partners are welcome to join.

If you have any questions, please contact Bette Loomis at 
408-234-9798. Bette will be happy to answer your questions, 
and Dean will sign you up.

Cribari Rock Concert
Sunday, August 16
4 p.m. to 7 p.m. at Gazebo

All Villagers are invited to rock out!  Tickets $25
Music by the 14th Street Band.

Great food: BBQ Hamburgers, Veggie Burgers, Hot 
Dogs and Potato Salad. BYOB: Alcohol is permitted.

Email cribarisc@gmail.com or call or text 408-375-1760
Please include Member ID for ticket(s) charge.
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Save the date for these Cat Club events
By Bette Loomis

We had a successful June meeting even though 
our guest speaker (Dr. Audy) was a no-show. Several 
members shared an overview of their life stories. 
We’re lucky to have so many interesting people in 
the Cat Club. 

Please know that we are not meeting until Septem-
ber 28. Dove Butler, a Villages resident, who works at 
the Campbell MedVet will be speaking. She will answer 
any veterinary questions you have about cats! Please 
start sending me your questions. I will present them 
to her. This meeting will be your opportunity to learn 
more about your cat(s)—free of charge!

In October we will teach an entertaining card game 
to amuse your family and friends over the holidays.

In November we will go to see the Evergreen Valley 
College play the Saturday before Thanksgiving. Please mark your calen-
dars and save the dates. 

For more information, visit https://sites.google.com/view/villag-
es-cat-club or call/text Bette at 408-234-9798.

Please sign up for events ahead of time so we know how many do 
plan on attending.

Have a wonderful summer!

Gracie, adopted 
by Ruth Keiser.

Search the Scriptures Club 
to resume in September

Please note the Search the Scriptures Club 
will not be meeting in the month of August. We 
will resume on the second and fourth Mondays 
of each month in September.

Sign up for ‘Drawing 
Songbirds’ art class

Suitable for all skill levels, Drawing Songbirds 
is a fun drawing class to capture our backyard 

neighbors! Instructor Greg will 
demonstrate and assist you 
along the way. Bird reference 
photos and all supplies will be 

provided. Enjoy a relaxing and creative study!
This class will be held Friday, August 21 

from 2 to 3:30 p.m. The cost is $20 for mem-
bers, $30 for non-members. To register, visit vil-
lagesartsandcrafts.com and click on “Upcoming 
Classes.” Any questions, contact Pat Remington 
at plremingt@gmail.com
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To place an ad, 
please contact us at: 

advertising@the-villages.com 
or 408-223-4657

or visit us in Building A.

Services For Sale

Wanted

The Happy Dog Walker
Nichole, 

Villages Resident

Energetic, Reliable, 
Loves animals
408-691-4295 

email: swnsnrb@yahoo.com

Remodel your kitchen 
or bathroom with Phil Tercero

P3 Construction
408-710-2019

Proudly serving the Villages 
for 25+ years

Offering remodeling,
painting, flooring and more.

Contact us for a free estimate
Lic.#1148577

JACOBS CONSTRUCTION 
AND HANDYMAN SERVICES.

WE DO IT ALL
Lic#903487

Insured/bonded
30 years experience.

Jacob Verhines
408-482-9268

Personal & Pet Assistance
Household chores, errands

Pet sitting, walking
Daniel, Villages Resident 
Call/text: 310-849-1492

Pet Care

Remodeling

Repair/Handyperson

Painting

Personal Assistant

CLASSIFIED ADS

Painting

Color Pros Inc.
Ramon Coria
408-464-7665

www.colorprosinc.com

Interior & Exterior
Free Estimates/

Color Consultation
39 years Experience

Lic# 982715
“When Quality Counts”

RECUMBENT CROSS 
TRAINER

Teeter FreeStep LT3
Info: https://teeter.com/ 

product/freestep-lt3/
Like New condition!

At home convenience!
Easy to use! Half price!

$500 O.B.O.
805-698-9670

We want to rent 
your Golf Cart

 through September 30th.
Call Lee 650-483-6500/

Pam 650-464-0325

Come to Paper Crafting Open Studio Time
If you love to make paper arts, come join a like-minded group to share ideas and resources. 

Beginners welcome! We have card kits available for you to try out card-making. Bring scissors and 
glue to participate.

If you’re a more experienced crafter, bring your usual supplies to work on your paper crafts, or 
bring something to share with the group. Come and make progress on your project, learn something 
new, experiment with new tools, or teach us how to create something different!

We meet on the first and third Thursdays of the month in the Art Room in Cribari Center, from 
2 p.m. to 4 p.m. (Note: this open studio time is available to all Villagers, not just paper-crafters!)

Meeting dates (all dates on the first and third Thursday of the month from 2 to 4 p.m.):
August 6 (no meeting on August 20), September 3, 17, October 1, 15, and November 5, 19. 

There are no meetings in December.
Contact Mandy at 408-205-8662 or signups4@yahoo.com for more information!
Check the calendar at villagesartsandcrafts.com for changes to dates and times, or other available Open Studio times.


